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Dallas  met  to  pray 
and  discuss  how  to 
challenge  their  yovmg 
people  to  make  a  dif* 
fexence  for  Christ. 
Someone  shared 
braved  die  chill  to  join  with  millior«  of  about  the  Disciple 
other  students  from  coast  to  coast  and  Now  prayer  event, 
around  the  world  in  a  prayer  experience  "Why  not  challenge 
Imown  as  See  You  at  Christian  students 
the  Pole  (SYATP).  everywhere  to  gather 

joining  hands,  the  stu-  on  their  ceimpuses  to 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


at  middle,  juiuor  and  David  Caves,  minister 
senior  high  schools, 

well  as  elementary  readi  at  Bediel  Chvuch, 
s<diools  and  Monticello.  "Students 

were  joined  by  their  have  really  stepped 
BLUE  MOUNTAIN  IN  PRAYER  —  Blue  peers  in  at  least  16  other  “P'" 

Mountain  College  students,  faculty,  and  staff  gath-  rountries  who  wught  to 

er  around  the  campus  flagpole  to  pray  for  their  be  consi^^  by  the  m  die  club  here,  am  ti 

school,  families,  communities,  ana  government  power  of  God. 

leaders.  The  special  event  was  held  in  conjunction 

with  national  observance  of  See  You  At  The  Pole.  2(W3  SYATT 

The  Baptist-affiliated  college  Is  located  in  taken  from  die  biblic^ 

Blue  Mountain.  (Special  to  The  Baptist  Record)  ^unt  of  a, ah  s  don  I  toow  Jeau 
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Wbrds  have  power.  Many  people 
don't  believe  duit  simple  fact, 
but  it's  true.  Witf\  wor^,  Jesus 
Christ  levolutioiuzed  die  practice  of  reli¬ 
gion.  V^dth  words,  Martin  Ludwr  revolu¬ 
tionized  the  practice  of  Christianity.  With 
words,  Mohandas  Gandhi  sought  peace. 
Witi\  words,  Adolf  Hitler  set  me  world 
aflame.  Wor^  have  power. 

In  our  day,  we  luive  seen  (or  heard, 
ratiier)  words  uprooted  from  th^  original 
meaning  to  serve  political  and  social  pur¬ 
poses.  "Gay"  comes  quickly  to  mind  as  a 
prime  example.  Other  words  are  not  even 
-  worms  but  rather  diabolical  inven¬ 
tions  pulled  from  thin  air  to  further 
a  cause;  trv  lookine  up  tiie  word 


A  great  harvest  of  righteousness 


comments  overheard  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  meet¬ 
ings  are  just  as  bad. 

^'I'm  just  speaking  the 
truth,"  is  the  oft-heard 
retort,  but  it's  not  ti>e  trudi 
spoken  in  love. 

Comes  now  David 
Currie,  an  outspoken  Texas 
Baptist  who  describes  him¬ 
self  as  a  moderate  and  who 
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"racist,"  "liar,"  "freedom,"  and  even 
"love"  in  such  a  casual  way  that 
such  words  have  essentially  lost 
their  potency  and  ability  to  moti¬ 
vate  us.  Almost  every  vulgar 
expression  known  to  man  is  pacl^ 
into  a  modem  American  movie.  The 
name  of  God  and  His  Only  Begotten 
Son  are  used  as  curses  mese  days 
H.  just  about  as  much  as  praise. 

I  What  a  sad  state  of  affairs.  To 

read  the  stirri^  words  of  George 
Washington,  Bimjamin  Franklm, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Abraham 
Lincoln  is  to  know  that  words  have  the 


power  to  inspire  an  entire  people  to  reach  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  and  he  is  not  going  to 
for  the  highest  ideals  of  humanity.  support  Patterson's  tenure  as  president  of 

Unfortunately,  listening  to  the  words  of  Soumwestem  Semin^. 
manv  of  today's  leaders  can  only  make  one  Even  that  is  okay.  The  Southern  Baptist 


Unfortunately,  listening  to  the  words  of  Southwestern  Semin^. 
many  of  today's  leaders  can  only  make  one  Even  that  is  okay.  The  Southern  Baptist 
wonder  how  low  humankind  can  go  —  Convention  is  a  big  place  ^d  there's 
and  that's  especially  tme  during  an  elec-  boimd  to  be  differences  of  opinion,  but  the 
tion  cycle.  Between  now  and  next  fall's  resort  to  hi^  insult  and  low  blows  is  not 


has  made  it  exceedingly 
dear  tiiat  he  cannot  live  wim 
tile  current  Soutiiem  Baptist 
Convention  leadership  or 
the  direction  in  which  they 
have  led  tiie  convention  for 
tile  past  24  years. 

iMt's  okay.  Currie  is  enti¬ 
tled  to  his  opinion,  but  he 
stepped  over  the  line  in  late 
June  when  he  oeeted  tiie 
election  of  Paige  Patterson  as 
the  new  president  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Ft  Wortii  by  describing  him 
as  a  "well-meaning  tiieologi- 
cal  pervert,"  "asinine,"  and 
"ignorant." 

At  least  a  pair  of  obvious 
conclusions  can  be  drawn: 

Currie  doesn't  like 
Patterson,  a  former  SBC  president  and  for-  We  would  all  do  well  to  humble  our- 
mer  president  of  ^utheastem  Seminary  in  selves,  and  study  James  3.  Certainly  we 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  and  he  is  not  going  to  should  focus  on  the  last  verse  in  that 
support  Patterson's  tenure  as  president  of  chapter:  Peacemakers  who  sow  in  peace 


i 


Sr 


lasv.' 


presidential  election,  look  for  the  problem 
to  reach  nauseating  new  levels  of  offense. 

Christians  must  be  exceedingly  care¬ 
ful  not  to  fall  in  the  devilish  trap  of  abu¬ 
sive  language.  Southern  Baptists  have 
said  some  pretty  distasteful  tnings  about 
each  other  over  the  years,  apd  some 


/learned  the  joy  of  giving 
when  I  was  v^  young.  As  a  \jUl 

preschooler,  I  took  my  oftenng  to 
diurch  tied  in  tiie  comer  m  a 
pre^  clotii  handkerchief.  I  knew 
it  diw't  belong  to  me.  I  was  to 
put  my  coins  in  tiie  offering  plate 
as  it  passed  by  me. 

As  a  child,  I  became  a  Girls  in 
Action  (GA)  member,  and  I 
learned  to  ^ve  an  otiering  to 
help  missionaries  in  America  and 
overseas  tell  otiiers  about  Jesus. 


appropriate  in  any  circumstance. 

Currie  is  certainly  not  alone  in  Baptist 
circles,  not  by  a  long  shot.  Character 
assassins  like  Currie,  all  up  and  down 
the  political  spectrum,  have  been  active 
over  the  years,  opening  their  mouths 
before  their,  brains  were  engaged. 


raise  a  harvest  of  rightebusness. 

As  we  approach  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention's  2003  session  in  a 
few  short  weeks  —  and  all  year  roimd, 
for  that  matter  —  let  us  work  to  raise  a 
great  harvest  of  righteousness  in 
Mississippi  by  being  peacemakers,  turn¬ 
ing  our  packs  on  the  ways  of  the  world  ,, 
and  the  misuse  of  the  power  of  WordB.'  ”'  '* 

As  a  lost  world  waits  and  watches,  surely 
our  Lord  expects  no  less  tix>m  tiie  people 
who  call  themselves  by  His  Holy  Name. 


Guest  Opinion: 


My  mission  field! 

By  Betty  Davis,  president 
Mississippi  Women's  Missionary  Union 


who  had  lost  ever5rthing  in  a  hur¬ 
ricane  on  tiie  coast. 

As  an  adult,  I  heard  of  other 
state  ministries  of  which  I 
could  be  a  part  by  giving  each 
September  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offenng. 

Giving  is  a  blessing.  Acts 
20:35  says,  "It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  th^  to  receive.”  Using  an 
acrostic  for  state  missions,  I  see 
how  my  money  helps  people 
all  over  Mississippi: 

S  —  Summer  camps  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  and 
Central  Hills  Retreat  near 
Kosciusko  provide  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  children  and  youth  to 
make  a  lifelong  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ.  I'm  glad  my 
granddaughters  attended  GA 
camp  at  C^raywa.  CXrer  90%  of 
adults  in  missions  related  voca¬ 


tions  say  that  they  first  felt  a 
call  from  the  Lord  while  they 
attended  preschool,  children, 
and  youth  mission  organiza¬ 
tions  provided  by  Woman's 
Missiona^  Union. 

T  —  Time  is  valuable,  and 
many  Mississippians  use  their 
gifts  and  skills  to  share  the 
Gospel  as  short-term  mission 
volunteers. 

A  —  Associational  churches 
receive  funds  to  reach  out  to 
people  in  their  communities 
with  special  mission  projects. 

T  —  The  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Mission  <^)tie^g  is  a  won¬ 
derful  way  for  us  to  share  our 
money  for  ministries  in  our  own 
state!  I'm  sad  to  know  tiiat  half  of 
our  Mississippi  churches  don't 
give  anything  to  state  missions. 

E  —  Ethnic,  language,  and 
culture  groups  benefit,  by 
receiving  encouragement  and 
leadersmp  training  skills. 


M  —  Margaret  Lackey  State 
Mission  Offering  helps  mission 
volunteers  to  partner  with  oth¬ 
ers  states,  what  a  wonderful 
opportunity! 

1  —  Inmates  in  jails  and  pris¬ 
ons  and  their  families  receive 
encouragement  through  Bible 
studies  and  tiie  presentation  of 
the  Gospel 

S  —  Student  interns  in 
Mississippi  universities  receive 
financial  support  from  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering  for  work  with  interna¬ 
tionals  on  their  caucuses. 

S  —  Self-sufficiency  is 
encouraged  by  mentors  in  the 
Christian  Women's  Job  Corps. 
Many  women  have  been 
helped  to  become  Christians, 
find  a  good  job,  and  later  help 
other  women  they  know  to  suc¬ 
ceed  as  well. 

I  —  Instant  relief  is  available 
for  disaster  victims.  My  temily 


benefited  fiom  tiiis  allotment  in 
19S7  when  a  tornado  touched 
our  home,  church,  and  tiie  Glade 
community  in  Jones  County. 

O  —  Ofiering  support  fiom 
tiie  Margaret  Lack^  State 
Mission  Cmering  provii^  certi¬ 
fied  leaders  for  classes  such  as 
English  as  a  Second  Language, 
Ac^t  Reading  and  Writii^  and 
Tutoring  Chiloren  and  Youtii. 

N  —  New  strategic  church 
plants  help  evangelize  the  over 
o7%  of  imchurcned  people  in 
Mississippi.  Places  being  used 
to  begin  new  churches  include  a 
large  Dookstore,  a  funeral  home, 
store  fronts,  and  a  restaurant. 

S  —  Some  pastors  and  their 
families  have  "extreme  needs" 
and  we  can  provide  financial 
love  in  action  by  giving  gener¬ 
ously  to  the  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Mission  Offering.  I've 
heard  that  the  thank  you  cards 
are  heart  warming. 

I  love  the  state  mission  pro¬ 
grams  that  inform  me  of  all  the 
ways  my  money  is  being  used. 
The  ofierings  we  give  together 
help  in  more  ways  that  I  could 
have  ever  helpea  with  just  my 
offering.  I've  aiscoverea  the  joy 
of  givmg  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Ofiering. 
Won't  you  give  generously? 

Truly,  Mississippi  is  my 
mission  field! 
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Slain  missionary's  wife  going  to  Philippines 


AUSTIN,  Texas  (BP)  —  Lyn 
Hyde  is  hoping  Southern 
Baptists  will  remember  her  in 
prayer  on  Oct.  22.  As  a 
^uthem  Baptist  missionary 
to  the  Philippines  for  25 
years,  she  has  known  the 
power  of  their  collective 
prayers  on  her  birthday  when 
ner  name  is  included  on  a 
missionary  prayer  list. 

A  much  dinerent  circum¬ 
stance  now  prompts  her  call 
for  prayer.  S^en  months  after 
her  husband  BUI  was  lulled  by 
a  terrorist's  bomb  on  the  island 
of  Mindanao,  she'U  retiun  to 
the  Davao  City  airport  where 
the  March  4  explosion  took 
place,  killing  43  Filipinos  and 
injuring  another  136  people. 

"There  is  only  one  airport 
that  I  will  fly  back  into  and  I 
wUl  walk  through  the  place 
where  BUI  was  kiUed,"  Hyde 
told  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  trustees  during 
their  S^t.  10  meeting  in 
Austin,  Texas.  "I'll  go  back  to 
our  dimlex  where  we  lived, 
where  BUI  wUl  not  be,  but  his 
things  wUl  be."  - 

Listening  to  God 

Over  the  three  weeks  of  her 
visit,  Hyde  said  she  wUl  seek 
to  "hear  from  the  Lord,  contin¬ 
ue  U\e  grieving  process  and 
try  to  determine  what  God  is 
saying  to  me  for  my  future." 

She  expressed  gratitude  for 
the  IMB  providing  a  full  year 
in  which  to  make  a  decision 
about  returning  to  the 
PhUippines  as  a  missionary. 
She  alro  asked  for  continued 
prayer  for  her  sons  who, 
though  ages  31  and  32,  are 
deeply  grieving  the  loss  of 
their  father. 

"As  God  continues  to  bring 
good  to  our  lives,  we  can 


count  on  Him  doing 
that  for  us,"  she  said. 

Since  the  death  of 
her  husband  of  37 
years,  God's  comfort¬ 
ing  presence  has  been 
profoundly  real,  Hyde 
said,  quoting  Isaiah 
54:5.  She  saia  she  was 
experiencing  the  reality 
of  that  Scr^ture:  "My 
maker  is  my  husband, 
the  Lord  Almi^ty  is 
His  name." 

Hyde  has  been  Uv- 
ing  in  Argyle,  Texas, 
and  attendmg  Preston- 
wood  Church  in  Plano. 
One  son,  Tim,  is  a  con¬ 
tractor  in  nearby 
McKinney.  Another 
son,  Steve,  leads  a  mis¬ 
sions  organization  in 
Southeast  Asia. 


PRAYERS  FOR  JOURNEY  —  Lyn  Hyde  (center)  whose  missionaiy  husband  Bill 


was  killed  March  4  in  a  terrorist  bombing  In  the  Philippine 
af^  sharine  her  testimony  Sept  10  with  trustees  or  the 


le  missionaiy  husoand  mil 
ines,  is  the  focus  of  prayer 
the  International  Mission 


after  sharing  her  testimony  Sept  10  with  trustees  of  the  International  Mission 
God  still  has  a  plan  Board  during  their  meeting  in  Austin,  Texas.  Hyde  plans  on  returning  to  the  scene 
Hyde  is  convinced  of  her  husband's  death  at  the  Davao  City  airport.  (BP  photo  by  Bill  Bangham) 

Godstillhasamissionaty - ;  ; 

purpose  for  her  life:  In  25  years  of  wanted  to  be  was  a  mission¬ 
missionary  service.  Maim  4  was  axy,”  she  said.  "Even  though 
the  only  nme  she  had  not  stood  Bill  is  gone  from  me,  that  call 
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next  to  her  husband  vsdiile  wait¬ 
ing  to  pick  up  fellow  missionar¬ 
ies  at  airport 

"When  tne  bomb  exploded 
that  killed  my  husband,  it 
was  as  if  my  life  was  blown 
up  into  a  thousand  pieces  like 
a  jigsaw  puzzle,"  she  shared. 
"In  the  hours  and  the  days 
that  I've  spent  with  the  Lord 
since  that  time,  the  Lord  is 
slowly  begiiming  to  turn  over 
th^iieces  of  that  puzzle." 

Tnou^  the  bombing  took 
her  husband's  life,  it  aid  not 
kill  her  missionary  calling, 
Hyde  said.  "From  me  time  I 
was  7  years  old  when  I  came 
to  know  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  time  I  met  my  first  real- 
live  missionary,  all  I  ever 


has  not  gone  away." 

Not  business  as  ususal 

Because  of  the  death  of  her 
husband  and  the  three 
Southern  Baptist  hospital 
workers  killed  in  Yemen  three 
months  earlier.  Southern 
Baptists  can  no  longer  go 
about  mission  work  as  usual, 
Hyde  said.  "This  is  not  an  iso¬ 
lated  incident.  We  need  to  see 
the  larger  picture  taking  place 
arouna  the  world,"  she  said. 
"The  cost  for  each  one  of  us 
and  the  cost  for  the  IMB  is 
going  to  be  far  greater." 

While  some  questioned  their 
decision  when  tr^  began  serv¬ 
ing  as  missionaries  in  1978,  the 
reason  they  went  was  simple 
obedience  to  God's  call,  Hyde 
said.  "The  reason  Bill  and  I 
went  to  tire  Philippines  is  that 
the  Great  Commission  has  not 
yet  been  fully  obeyed,"  she  told 
the  trustees.  "We  are  called  to 
follow  Christ  and  to  lay  down 
our  lives  for  the  cause  or  Christ. 

"Bill  paid  the  ultimat^rice 
for  his  commitment  to  Christ. 
He  died  for  tiie  cause  of  Christ 


as  many  other  millions  have 
died  before  him,"  she  said.  "I  do 
have  the  joy  and  the  comfort  in 
knowing  his  life  was  not  wast¬ 
ed.  He  lived  for  eternity." 

She  quoted  martyiw  mis¬ 
sionary  Jim  Elliott  who  wrote, 
"He  is  no  fool  who  gives  up 
that  which  he  cannot  keep  to 
gain  which  he  czumot  lose." 

Just  as  Elliott's  wife 
Elisabeth  continued  serving 
in  the  country  where  her  hus¬ 
band's  life  was  taken,  Lyn 
Hyde  returns  to  the 
Philippines  Oct.  22  to  seek 
God's  will  about  continued 
service  among  the  people 
she's  loved  for  Z5  years. 

Hear  Lyn  Hyde's  testimony 
—  Low-speed  connection:  http:/f 
rodan.implex.net/alliedvaughn/I 
MB/trustees/hyde^low.wma. 
High-speed  connection  http:lf 
roaan.tmplex.net/alliedvaughnA 
MB/trustees/hyde_high.wma 
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Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  hosts  the  birth  of  the 
National  Coalition  Against  Legalized  Gambling.  Anti-gambling 
forces  from  across  the  country  gather  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission. 


Southern  Baptists  from  11  states  initiate  plans  to  help  stave  off  mas¬ 
sive  efforts  to  legaize  betting,  lotteries,  and  casino  gambling  in  southern 
and  soutwestem  states  in  1984.  The  house  is  on  fire,"  said  Foy  Valentine, 
executive  director  of  the  Soutfiem  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission. 


The  Baptist  Sunday  Sdux^  Board,  under  the  direction  of  J.  N.  Bamete,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  MBCB  Sunday  Schod  Department,  encourages  churches  to  be  a 
part  of  "A  Million  more  in '54,"  a  Suivlay  Schod  growth  campaign  desig^ 
to  bring  about  a  net  gain  of  one  million  people  in  Sunday  Sdw^  nationwide. 


September  25, 2003- 
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2003  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
October  28-29  —  First  Church,  Jackson 

Lord,  Make  Us  One  ...In  Mind 

Make  my  joy  complete  by  being  of  the  same  mind 

October  28,  2003  •  ToeHay  Moroiog,  First  Seiiioo 

1:25  Prelude  Organist/Pianist,  FBC  jackson 

1:30  Sounding  of  the  Gavel  Frank  Pollard 

1:35  Theme  Chorus:  "Make  Us  One,  Lord"  Bill  Herman 

Scripture  Reading:  John  17:21-22  Derek  Lambert 

Prayer  Cathy  jeffcoats 


CbnventkNi  Sermon:  "These  Things  I  Believe" 

Revelation  2:12-15 

Benediction 


Ronney  Joe  Webb 


Lord,  Make  Us  One  ...In  Spirit 

Make  my  joy  complete  by  being  of  the  same  spirit 

October  21,  2003  •  Toesday  Eveoiog,  Third  Session 


Frank  Pollard 
Frank  Pollard 
Gordon  Sansing 
Frank  Pollard 
Jim  Baker 
Larry  Black 
Way  Ion  Bailey 


Bill  Causey 
Rexlkicey 
Lany  Black 


Sammy 


Us  One  ...  In  Purpose 

plete  by  being  of  the  same  purpose 

•  Wednesday  Morning,  Fonrth  Session 


Lord,  Make  Us  One  . 

Make  my  joy  complete  by  being  oi 

October  28,  2003  •  Tuesday  Afternoon, 


Blue  Mountain  College  Chorale 
le  Gavel  Archie  Herrin 

:  "Make  Us  One,  Lord'  Bill  Herman 

ling:  John  1 7:1 8  James  Sanders 

George  Mason 
Waykm  Bailey 

ation  Commission  Stan  Buckley 

ice  Frank  Harmon 

Blue  Mountain  College  Chorale 
f  College  Presidents  Frank  Bollard 

I  College  Report  Bettye  R.  Covrard 

9:50  Missions  Impact  in  Mississippi 

"BSU  -  From  the  Campuses  to  the  World" 

'  955  Business  Session  Bill  Hardin 

Adoption  of  2004  Budget  Bobby  Kirk 

Committee  on  Nominations  Report  Gary  Richardson 

Time,  Place  &  Preacher  Committee  Report  Aubrey  Boone 
Resolutions  Committee  Report  P.J.  Scott 

Miscellaneous  Business 

10:25  Congregational  Praise  Jerri  Lamar  Kantack 

10:30  Missions  Mobilization  Ken  Rhodes 

10:40  Choral  Praise  Blue  Mountain  College  Chorale 

1 0:45  Message  Rick  Ousley 

1 1 50  Benediction  Rkky  Wheat 


Prelude  Organist 

Sounding  of  the  Gavel 
Theme  Chorus:  "Make  Us  One,  Lord" 

Scripture  Reading:  John  17:26 
Prayer 

Bible  Treasure 

Results  of  Election  of  President 
(followed  by  second  ballot  if  needed) 

Missions  Impact  in  Mississippi 

"Mississippi  WMU  Celebrates  1 25  Years' 
Congregational  Praise 
Message:  "Power  Tools" 

Business  Session 
Presentation  of  2004  Budget 
Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Presentation  of  Resolutions 
Report  of  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Committee 
Miscellaneous  Business 
Report  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Education 
Business  Session 
Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Report  of  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Corrmiittee  Rick  Courtney 
Miscellaneous  Business 


^^^■^^^^pO^^Bible  Treas 
0  Report  of  E 

vf  ’J  !j^ 

-  n  Prai 


Rick  Courtney 


Ronnie  Falvey 


Make  my  joy  complete  by  being  like-minded,  having  the  same  love, 
being  one  in  spirit  and  purpose."  Philippians  2:2  (NIV) 


The  Baftet  Rbcord 


25,2003 


POOB&VNKY 


The  ottier  day  wife 
Shiriey  called  me  to  ask  where 
a  piece  of  p^>er  was.  It  was  a 
piece  of  paper  widi  some 
information  on  it  that  was 
very  important  and  she  had 
brought  it  to  me,  shown  it  to 
me,  and  laid  it  down  on  the 
table  beside  me.  When  she 
called  wanting  to  know  where 
it  was,  1  said,  'I  do  not  know. 
You  Uiid  it  down  on  the  table 
after  you  showed  it  to  me  and 
as  far  as  1  know  that  is  where 
it  still  b.*  ^le  said,  "No,  it  b 
not  there  and  1  was  wonder¬ 
ing  if  you  did  something  with 
it."  1  replied,  "No,  1  didn't 
and  1  do  not  know  who  did." 

I  backtracked  over  a  couple 
of  days  to  think  through  the 
evenb  related  to  the  incident 
and  I  was  fairty  confident  that  I 
really  had  not  even  touched  the 
piece  of  paper  after  looking  at  it 
and  placing  it  on  die  tabfe.  A 
f^  minutes  passed  and  she 
called  me  baoc.  She  said,  "1 
found  it."  1  said,  "Great! 
Where  was  it?"  She  rrolied, 
"In  die  trash."  I  asked,  ^ow 
in  the  world  did  it  grt  there?" 

Now,  at  dib  point  in  die 
story  it  would  be  good  if  our 
kids  were  Still  at  home.  Widi 
two  girb  and  a  boy  in  our 
family,  whose  ages  span  about 
a  decade,  it  seemed  to  alwa^ 
be  somebody  that  was  of  the 
proper  age  and  conditicHi  in 
fife  where  it  would  be  obvious 
that  they  probably  did  some¬ 
thing  widi  it.  That  b  one  of 
die  side  blessings  of  having 
children  diat  you  don't  recog¬ 
nize  until  diey  are'gone.  You 
can  generally  blame  one  of 
them  for  whatever  b  broken 
or  thrown  in  the  trash.  Since 
we  have  been  in  the  "empty 
nest"  phase  of  life  for  a  rew 
years,  we  may  look  at  each 
odier,  but  we  don't  blame  die 
kids.  Convinced  diat  I  had  not 
put  it  in  the  trash,  I  wondered 
who  was  left.  So,  in  response 
to  the  question,  "How  did  it 


T)irecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


for  giving  him  that  woman, 
the  woman  blamed  God  for 
die  snake  being  there,  and  the 
blame  game  had  begun. 

I  know  an  old  pastor  who 
quoted  the  following  state¬ 
ment  that  he  said  was  in  the 
Bible,  but  actually  it  wasn't. 
He  would  say,  "It  b  like  the 
Bible  says,  every  tub  must  sit 
on  ite  own  bottom."  While 
that  b  not  a  Bible  verse,  it  cer¬ 
tainly  b  a  Bible  principle. 
Each  of  us  must  face  up  to  the 
responsibility  for  our  own 
actions.  Now  the  thing  about 
blame  b  that  it  b  always  so 
easy  to  do.  Given  the  time 
and  some  creative  thought 
process,  you  can  always  figure 
out  why  actions  or  reactions 
are  caused  by  someone  else 
and  therefore  shift  the  respon¬ 
sibility  to  diose  around  you. 

All  of  us  prefer  to  justify  our 
fears  and  mag^iify  our  success¬ 
es.  Our  entire  society  and  its 
structure  are  permeated  widi 
blame.  The  education  system 
has  it  everywhere  —  parenb 
blaming  the  teachers  for  their 
child  not  learning  and  the 
teachers  pointing  at  the  oarenb 
for  not  instilling  in  their  child  a 
sense  of  dbdpune  and  respect 


for  authority.  Others  in  the  sys¬ 
tem  blame  the  government  for 
not  providing  enougji  monw 
for  children  to  learn,  and  still 
others  blame  either  die  lack  of 
good  nutrition  or  the  polluted 
environment  for  killing  off 
brain  ceUs  in  our  kids.  All  of 
those  things  have  validity,  at 
least  to  some  degree,  but  some¬ 
times,  not  all  die  time,  kids 
don't  learn  because  diey  are 
just  not  applying  themselves  to 
die  hard,  mtellectual  world  of 
grasping  new  material.  When 
mat  b  true,  it  usually  stays 
with  them  for  a  lifetime  and 
they  usually  always  have 
somebody  to  olame. 

Certainly,  the  diuidi  b  not 
immune  to  blaming  odiers  for 
our  bulb  and  bilures.  When 
things  are  genng  great  in  chunh 
everybody  kind  of  aniks  and 
moves  on,  but  when  the  tide 
flows  out  and  some  ill  wind 
begins  to  blow  you  can  hear  the 
quiet  murmurings  —  the  preach¬ 
er  should  have,  or  die  stad  ou^t 
to,  cv  if  the  deacons  would,  or  if 
mexe  people  attended,  or  there 
just  seems  to  be  a  lack  cif  concern, 
and  on,  and  on.  There  b  always  a 
place  to  put  yOur  finger  and  say, 
^That's  tne  problem. 


best  dogs,  if  not  the  best,  diat 
God  ever  put  on  die  planet. 
He  was  a  beautiful,  miniature 
Dachshund  who  was  my  dear 
friend  and  family  member  for 
over  10  years.  Spunky  has 
been  deacl  for  almost  as  long 
as  we  had  him.  Now,  years 
past  hb  departure,  he  b  get¬ 
ting  blamed  for  moving  a 
piece  of  paper! 

I  was  reminded  that  blame 
b,  was,  and  will  continue  to 
be  a  part  of  our  human  make¬ 
up.  I  don't  believe  dogs 
blame  people  and  I  don't 
believe  chiclcens  blame  hogs. 
It's  a  human  diing!  It  is  prob¬ 
ably  one  of  the  sad  realities  of 
who  we  are.  You  do  not  have 
to  move  far  into  die  pages  <>f 
the  story  of  mankind  until 
you  see  fnb  dimension  of  who 
we  are  —  bbmers.  There  they 
are  in  a  perfect  garden,  in  a 
heaven  on  earth  environment, 
and  are  disobeying  God  and 
blaming  one  another. 
Actually,  Adam  blamed  God 


While  we  Icxik  for  a  place  to 
put  the  blame,  to  varying 
degrees  or  percentages  ail  ot 
us  probably  ought  to  just  look 
in  die  mirror  and  say,  "Here's 
a  good  place  to  start."  Just 
thmk  about  it!  Blame  b  a  part 
of  the  struggle  of  our  scxriety. 
You  can  see  it  at  work  in  the 
failure  of  big  corporations  or 
the  closure  of  a  mom  and  pop 
operation.  You  can  see  it 
when  wars  come  or  hurri¬ 
canes  blow.  You  can  find  it  in 
every  house,  on  eveiy  sports 
team,  in  every  hospital,  and 
on  every  news  show.  It  is  a 
part  of  our  warped,  sinful 
nature.  I  am  convinced  that 
one  day  when  we  stand  before 
the  Lord,  He  who  sees  every¬ 
thing  so  clearly  will  unravel 
all  me  blame  and  help  us  to 
see  where  we  failed  legiti¬ 
mately  on  our  own  because  of 
our  wrong  decisions.  He  who 
knows  how  we  think,  under¬ 
stands  our  capabilities,  and 
clearly  sees  our  motives  will 
be  able  to  unravel  every  fault 
and  failure  and  there  will  be 
no  argument.  While  others 
will  anect  us  in  life  and  some 
circumstances  will  dictate 
decisions  in  life,  for  sure  we 
will  not  stand  before  Him  and 
argue,  debate,  or  blame  when 
it  IS  our  responsibility. 

Romans  14:12  says,  "So  now 
every  one  of  us  must  give  an 
account  of  himself  to  God." 
Indeed  we  will  and  a  lot  of 
things  will  be  cleared  up  and  a 
lot  of  people  and  circum¬ 
stances  tnat  got  blamed  will  be 
rectified.  Lmtil  that  day  all  1 
can  say  b,  "Poor  old  Spunky." 


MBC  cards 
being  mailed 
to  churches 

Messenger  cards  for  the 
168th  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
on  October  28-29  in  Jackson 
will  be  mailed  directly  to 
churches  during  the  week  of 
October  6,  according  to  the 
Office  of  the  Executive 
Director-Treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  which  each  year  dis¬ 
tributes  the  cards. 

Each  church  will  receive  the 
number  of  messenger  cards  for 
which  eligibility  has  been 
deterniinea  according  to  the 
guidelines  established  in 
Article  Ml  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Membership  information  is 
based  on  the  2002  Annual 
Church  Profile.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  the  executive 
director-treasurer's  office  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3201  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
201.  E-mail:  bbox@mbcb.org. 
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"The  increaae  in  enroll^ 
it  a  dynamic  coll< 

.  It  b  a  wreiderful  f 
what  pet^/Cven  tiiose  who| 
die  Coll^,  are 
ila  uumanding  attributes." 
.  pidvate,  co^uca- 
and  liberal  arts  col- 
Mbsiwippi  Biqytbt 
Msported  by  gifts  to  the 
pmttre  Program.  WCC 
hi  nationally  reoogniaed, 
tier's  degree  programs  af 
the  national  average 
Scholarships  and  olhef 
are  awdlable. 
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AvciuMt,  Hattiesbuig^ 
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The  GAs  of  Oak 


Grove  Baptist  Church 
ave  a  tea  party  for  Nina 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


tea  party  raised  half  the 
cost  for  Rigdon's  air¬ 
plane  ticket  to  go  to  the 
Ukraine.  The  GAs  por¬ 
trayed  Annie 

.  Armstrong,  Lottie  Moon, 

Margaret  Uckey, 

Edwina  Robinson,  and  Wanda  Lee.  The 
play  was  entitled.  My  Missions  Heritage. 

Members  of  Simpson  Country  churches, 
Eastside  Church,  Hrst  Church  Mendenhall, 
nne  Grove  Church,  Pleasant  Valley  Church, 
and  Strong  River  Church,  journeyed  to 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  to 
work  widi  Royal  Heists  ChurA  VBS  as  well 
as  ottier  activities.  The  missum  team  also 
worked  witfi  Gateway  Church  in  park  evan- 
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ism,  sury<^,  and  wmship  rallies.  Members 
m  First  Church,  Sav^,  Md.,  also  part¬ 
nered  witfi  the  Simpson  Coimty  team. 

Volunteers  frcwn  tiie  dturches  of  Siii^>son 
County,  LPLo  Church,  First  Church, 
Mendenhall  Church,  Calva^  Church, 
Braxton  Church,  Holly  Grove  Church,  and 
Strong  River  Church,  as  well  a  guest  couple 
ftom  Lucedale,  recently  traveled  to  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  They  worked  on  renovations  of  aey- 
er^  properties  at  the  Midwestern  Baptist 
Theologi^  Seminaiy. 

Hailey  Walker  and  Brian  Sibley  of 
the  Liberty  Church,  Newton,  youth 
department  recently  returned  from  their 
first  time  at  Centrifuge.  They  were 
accompanied  by  Ron  Walker  and  Joyce 
Jolmson.  Joey  Lang  is  pastor. 

Holly  Springs  Church,  Lincoln,  held 

_ VBS  on  July  12-13,  and  19-20. 

Thirty-thrw  were  eiuoUed  with  an 
average  attendance  of  30.  The  cM- 
dren  and  adults  enjoyed  learning 
about  the  Fruits  of  me  Spirit.  They 


Brian  Sibley  and  Hailey  Walker 

played  with  puppies,  rode  horses,  and 
enjoyed  hayrides.  Glen  Mclnnis  is  pastor. 

Bethlehem  Church,  Forkville,  com¬ 
missioned  four  college /career  age 
young  people  to  go  on  mission  with 
World  Changers  tnis  summer.  Stacie 
Phillipson,  Stacie  Stokley,  Bobo 
Phillipson,  and  Ryan  Merchant  were 
ministering  in  Canton  July  5-12. 


Simpson  County  participants  in  Canada  mission  trip 
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Simpson  County  participants  in  Kansas  mission  trip 


Holly  Springs  Church,  Lincoln  VBS  Participants 
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The  Cottingham's 


join  Ronnie  &  Beverly  Cottingham  for  a 
BIBLE  STUDY  CRUISE 
January  12  -  17,  2004 

Enjoy  a  five  night  Christian  cruise 
aboard  Carnival  Cruise  Line's  luxurious 
ocean  liner,  the  ms  HOLIDAY 
sailing  from  the  port  of  New  Orleans! 


Enjoy  daily  bible  sessions  with  eight  of  America's  best 
known  preachers:  Adrian  Rogers  •  Jerry  Vines  • 


Jim  Henry  •  Garv^malley  •  James  Merritt 


Jack  GraltafbMIlMf^unt  &  D 


Listen  to  the 
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BAPTISTS 


LARNELLE  HARRIS 
IN  CONCERT 

NORTH  GREENWOOD  B AFITST  CHURCH 
Greenwood,  MS 
Saturday,  October  4, 7:00  FM 
Tickets;  $12.00  advance  purchase.  $15.00  at  the  door 

For  ticket isformationcontecttfai  clurch office  et 662-433-2801 
The  Baptist  Record^ — - - 


rochure,  call  Ronnie  today  to 
1(888)391-7760 

or  e-mail  him:  ronnie@ronniecottingham.com 
By  the  way,  with  Pastor  Appreciation  Month  just  around 
the  corner,  this  would  make  a  great  gift! 


The  lanuary  Bible  Study  Cruise  is  sponsored  by  Templeton  Tours  and 
is  a  division  of  lus'  )esus  Ministries,  IrK.,  Lucedale,  MS 
www.ronniecottingham.com 
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Mississippi  Baptists  focus  on  Ontario,  Canada 


Purpose; 

TO  PROVIDE  AN 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 
TO  USE  THEIR  SKILLS 
TO  WITNESS  FOR  CHRIST 
THROUGH  MISSION 
PARTNERSHIPS. 


By  Ken  Rhodes,  director 
MBCB  Missions  Mobilization 

On  September  18-22,  twenty-eight 
Mississippi  Baptists  journeyed  to 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Caiuida  catching  a 
vision  for  the  church  planting  move¬ 
ment  in  Greater  Toronto.  The  group 
also  met  with  the  Ontario  Baptist 
Association. 

With  Mississippians  Clark  and 
Valerie  Rumfelt  serving  in  the  Toronto 
area,  it  is  a  great  opportunity  for 
Mississippi  churches  to  connect. 
Adaton  Church,  Starkville;  First 
Church,  Collinsville;  and  First  Church, 
Amory,  sent  volunteers  to  the 
Rumfelts  this  summer.  First  Church, 
Jackson  sent  a  group  of  youth  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  "Power  Plant"  for  a  new 
church  start  in  Cornwall,  Ontario. 


Volimteers  participating  in  the 
vision  trip  to  Toronto  were;  David 
Hatfield,  Joseph  and  Angela  Capps  of 
First  Church,  Houston;  Joe  Cole  of 
Benoit  Church,  Benoit;  Mike  Williams 
of  Country  Woods  Church,  Jackson; 
Norris  and  Mitzi  Curry  of  New  Zion 
Church,  Crystal  Springs;  Daniel  Hall 
and  Charles  Wallace  of  First  Church, 
Crystal  Springs;  Jerry  Fuqua  and 
Jimmy  Franks  of  Longview  Heights 
ChurA,  Olive  Branch;  Leroy  and 
Sharon  Brewer,  Minta  Vernon  of  First 
Church,  Newton;  Roy  Sheriff  and  Dale 
Seal  of  Union  Church,  Picayime; 

Curtis  Ferrell  and  Johnny  Herndon  of 
First  Church,  Holly  Springs;  Mark 
Sandifer,  Royce  Shipnum,  and  Pat 
Nation  of  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton;  Gustavo  Salazar  -  Hispanic 
church  planter;  Pat  and  Shirley  Bufkin 


College  Baptist 
Student  Union 
students 
worked  with 
^lanliwood 
Church, 
Spencerville, 
(Dntario  as  sum¬ 
mer  workers. 


Missions  Mobilization 
Celebration 


Celebration  Banquet 

November  14,  2003,  6:30  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Cost:  $10  per  person 

Area  Conferences 

November  15,  2003 
Baptist  Building,  7:30  a.m.  - 11  a.m. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  MBCB 
Missions  Mobilization  Dept.,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530,  e-mail  krhodesOmbcb.org,  or  phone 
601-292-3398,  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  398. 


Kelly  Webb  of  Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden,  of  Copiah  Association,  Hazlehurst; 
served  with  the  Emmanuel  Church,  Ken  Rhodes  and  Paul  Harrell  of  the 
Toronto  as  a  summer  worker.  TWo  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Mississippi  p..  -  ■.  .-i,.:.,.:! ,  .v..  .  - 

CoUege  Baptist 
Student  Union 


By  j&a  VHodes,  director 
^BCB  Missions 
:i4dbiy2ation 


Kelly  Webb  from  Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden 
served  for  the  summer  in  Toronto,  Canada  on 
a  mission  assignment  facilitated  by  Missions 
Mobilization  Department  and  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Missions  Offering  volunteer  assistance. 
Kelly  is  shown  getting  the  volleyball  net  ready 
for  a  Father's  Day  picnic  at  Emmanuel  Church. 
(Photo  provided  by  Kelly  Webb) 


nfs  avttlable 

Soudiecst  Ask  on  nuasion 
aasigtmients  provided  by  die 
Missions  MoUlization 
t)epartment. 

"  Mtssions  aasignments  must 
be  at  least  10  weeks  or  longer  to 
.  We  do  have  some 


Baptist 


serve  intern 


"The  magnitude 
of  the  contribution 
made  by 
Mississippi 
Baptist 
volunteers  is 
beyond 

comprehension." 


Ken  Rhodes,  director 
MBCB 

Missions  Mobilization 


On  mission  -  God  is  at  work 


By  Ken  Rhodes,  director 
MBCB  Missions  Mobilization 


Travel  in  2003  has  defi¬ 
nitely  presented  its  chal¬ 
lenges  to  volunteers.  Yet, 
Mississippi  Baptists  have 
shown  patience,  flexibility, 
and  bravery  in  continuing  to 
go  around  the  world  on  mis¬ 
sion  for  God. 

This  edition  of  the 
Missions  Mobilization 
newsletter  allows  you  to  get 
a  picture  of  what  missions 


experiences  are  like.  You  are 
invited  to  view  the  pictures 
and  read  the  brief  statements 
about  the  who,  when,  and 
what  of  these  volunteers' 


experiences. 

Perhaps  you  will  see 
something  which  will 
encoiurage  yovir  participation 
as  a  volimteer  in  missions. 
These  pictures  are  a  small 
sampling  of  what  hundreds 
of  folks  have  experienced. 
The  magnitude  of  the  contri¬ 
bution  made  by  Mississippi 


Baptist  volimteers  is  beyond 
comprehension. 

It  is  that  time  of  year 
when  you  should  begin 
seeking  where  God  wants 
you  and  your  church 
engaged  in  2004.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  if  He  wants  you 
engaged.  He  does! 

God's  assigrunent  is  that 
we  will  be  Acts  1:8  churches. 
That  is  -  on  mission  in  our 
community,  Mississippi, 
North  America,  and  interna¬ 
tionally. 
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Miss.  Baptists  assist 
IMB  missionaries  in 


Dnipropetrosk,  Ukraine 


By  Ken  Rhodes,  director 


Two  Mississippi  Baptist  yoimg  ladies  served  8 
weeks  in  Dnipropetrosk,  Ukraine  with 
Intematiional  Mission  Board  (IMB)  missionaries 
Mike  and  Linda  Ray  over  the  summer.  Priscilla 
Pulliam,  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton  and 
Michelle  Roark,  First  Church,  Yazoo  City  were  an 
excellent  part  of  the  mission  team  according  to 
missionary  Mike  Ray  and  other  volunteers  who 
saw  Priscilla  and  Michelle  at  work. 

Priscilla  and  Michelle  were  assisted  by  the 
Missions  Mobilization  Department  and  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  volunteer  assistance. 


lames  Harrell  (above 
left)  from  Big  Creek 
Church,  Calhoun 
Association,  operates  the 
table  saw.  Others  in  fore¬ 
ground  are  from  Creswell 
Church,  Cresswell,  Oregon. 
In  background  are  other 
members  of  Calhoun 
Association  team  at  work. 
(Photo  provided  by  Wayne 
Cullett) 
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Michelle  Roark  (second  from  left)  and  Priscilla 
Pulliam  (second  from  right)  were  members  of  what 
was  labeled  the  "Fab  Four  of  DaycampsZ  Michelle  and 
Priscilla  are  shown  with  Dnipropetrovsk  International 
Mission  Board  mission  personnel  Heather  and  Mariah. 
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mationally  and  throughout  North  America 


Mississippians  share 
Christ  in  Romania 


Below:  Kerry 
Walters  (right), 
a  layman  from 
Tuckers  Crossing 
Church,  Elllsville, 
shares  Christ  with 
a  Romanian  man 
through  an  inter¬ 
preter. 


Above:  Eddie 
Bryant  (center), 
pastor  of  Tuckers 
Crossing  Church, 
Ellisville,  shares  the 
gospel  with  a 
Romanian  man 
deft)  through  his 
Romanian  inter¬ 
preter  (right). 

(All  photos  provid¬ 
ed  by  Gary  Bowlin) 


rmo.Dto 

.  Oiu^  b  shown  outside  the 

house  on  MIdwestem's  cam¬ 
pus  fMshIng  concrete.  In  the  background 
b  Fanis  Srr^,  Simpson  Association 
dhector,  and  In  the  middle  b  Tom 
Sullivan  of  Holly  Crave  Cfturdi,  Braxton. 


Adams-Union  team  wires  church 

By  Dale  Little,  association  missions  director 
Adams  and  Union  Associations 

The  Adams-Union  Association's  electrical  team  did  electrical  work 
(m  the  576  seat  sanctuary  for  Gdvaiy  Church,  in  Hannibal, 

Missoturi.  The  team  of  men  and  ladies  put  in  over  three  miles  of 
wiring. 

Left:  Barbara  and  Calvin  Young, 
Payette  Church,  Union 
Association  work  together  on 
Calvary  Church,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
Calvin  put  off  knee  surgery  for 
one  month  in  order  to  serve 
with  the  team.  (Photos  provided 
by  Dale  Little) 
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Above: 
Helen  Lyons 
(left)  of  First 
Church, 
Biloxi, 
triages  a 
Romanian 
lady. 


Above:  Sonya  and  Charles 
Stephens  from  First  Church, 
Natchez,  exhibit  teamwork. 
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Ray  Downey  (left),  a  layman  in  Oakdale 
Church  in  Brandon,  shares  Christ  with  a 
group  of  Romanian  women. 


Left:  Marie  Little  (left)  from 
Prentiss  Church,  fefferson  Davis 
Association  works  alongside 
daughter-in-law,  Dottie  Uttle 
(right)  Washington  Church, 
Adams  Association. 


men  and  ladies 
put  in  over  three 
miles  cf  wiring." 

Dale  Little 

associational  missions 
director 

Adams-Union  associations 


Sidney  Little  (left) 
from  Prentiss 
Church,  Jefferson 
Davis  Association 
and  Paul  Allen 
(right)  of  First 
Church,  Natchez, 
hard  at- work. 
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New  Hope  New  York  can  use  you! 


metropolitan  New  York  City  area.  Only 
one  in  100  has  a  personal  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ.  With  statistics  like 
these,  the  thought  of  reaching  this  big  city 
often  seems  overwhelming,  but  these  con¬ 
ditions  are  actually  what  make  greater 
New  York  such  a  rewarding  place  to 
share  the  gospel. 

We  invite  you  as  an  individual  or  your 
church  to  prayerfully  consider  forming  a 
linkage  with  New  York  City.  This  can  be 
done  by  taking  a  vision  tour,  selecting  a 
mission  project,  or  forming  a  linkage  with 
one  of  their  chiurhes.  The  Missions 
Mobilization  Department  is  ready  to 
assist  you  in  these  endeavors.  With  God's 
help,  you  can  make  an  eternal  difference 
in  the  lives  of  many  people  in  New  York  Qty. 

For  additional  information  on  New 
Hope  New  York  go  to  their  web  site  at 
www.newhopenewyork.com. 

Waits  fulfills  multiple  ministries  in  Maryland 

By  Paul  Harrell,  consultant 
MBCB  Missions  Mobilization 


By  Paul  Harrell,  consultant 
MBCB  Missions  Mobilization 


For  additional 

INFORMATION 

on  any  of  the  mission 
opportunities  listed  in 
this  newsletter, 
please  contact: 

Ken  Rhodes 
RO.  Box  530 
Jackson  MS 
39205-0530 
Phone; 
(800)748-1651 
(in  state) 
(601)292-3398 
(out  of  state) 

I  E-mail: 
krhodes@mbcb.org 


Louis  Smith,  pastor  of  Black  lack 
Church,  Yazoo  Association  leads  children  at 
the  Wake-Eden  Church,  Bronx,  New  York  in 
singing  and  storytelling.  Louis  and  wife 
Cayle  worked  at  Wake-Eden  Church  and 
the  Bronx  Church.  The  Smiths  also  worked 
with  children  at  the  Christian  Academy. 
(Photo  provided  by  Louis  Smith) 


Miss,  collegiates 
minister  in  NE 

By  Ken  Rhodes,  director 
MBCB  Missions  Mobilization 


This  year  many  volunteers  served  in  the 
Convention  of  Maryland /Delaware.  Some  served 
for  one  week  while  others,  like  our  summer  colle¬ 
giate  students,  served  for  two  and  a  half  monffis. 

Here  is  the  testimony  of  Jake  Waits  who 
attends  Mississippi  College.  His  home  is  Holcomb. 

"This  summer  has  most  definitely  been  His 
summer.  God  is,  has,  and  forever  will  be  good  but 
seeing  His  goodi^ess  this  sununer  has  especially 
been  an  exciting  and  humbling  experience.  I  left 
May  12th  in  anticipation  of  a  new  battlefield  to 
fight  upon  not  knowing  what  lay  ahead.  As  1 
arrived  in  Clarksville,  Maryland  for  fire  summer,  I 
knew  that  numy  battles  were  before  me.  Rolling 
Hills  Baptist  Church  called  me  to  serve  as  their 
youth  and  children's  pastor  for  the  summer.  Little 
did  I  know  that  there  was  much  more  entailed  in 
serving  Christ  in  Maryland  than  1  thought. 

"I  worked  with  an  all-girl  youth  group  and  a 
varied  age  group  of  kids  at  the  church.  KFC  (Kids 

Dfor  Christ)  was  a 

blessing  that  God 
started  fim)ugh 
me  this  sununer 
on  Wednesday 
nights  for  the 
kids.  We  led  the 
kids  in  worship, 
games,  crafts,  and 
Bible  lessons 
every  Wednesday 
rxight. 

Developing  those 
relationships 
with  the  kids  was 

lake  Waits  (left),  with  a  Filipino  precious  and 
family  from  Hills  Church  in  rewarding  this 

summer.  1  also 


Three  Mississippians  are 
serving  as  collegiate  ministers 
in  the  Northeast  U.S.  as  a  result 
of  going  on  a  springbreak  mis¬ 
sion  trip  wiffi  ^eir  Baptist 
Student  Union(BSU)  groups  to 
fire  Norfireast.  Each  felt  Gcxl's 
call  to  return  to  fire  Norfireast 
and  begin  work  wifir  students. 

Chris  James,  from  Vicksburg 
and  Brian  Goza  from 
Brookhaven  are  both  serving  cm 
campuses  in  Boston,  Mass.  Kirk 
Strawbridge  from  Amory  is 
serving  on  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  campus. 

Each  of  these  young  men  is  a 
Mission  Service  Corps  volun¬ 
teer.  Along  wifii  Mississippi 
Missions  Mobilization,  many 
other  churches,  individuals, 
and  BSUs  have  partnered  in 
giving  support  for  their  min¬ 
istry. 

Serving  on  a  field  of  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  such  magnitude, 

Chris,  Brian,  and  Kirk  need  the 
prayer  support  of  churches  and 
BSUs  back  home  in  Mississippi. 
God  is  doing  a  great  work  in 
and  through  these  young  men 
as  they  follow  His  directions. 

God's  call  for  Chris,  Brian, 
and  Kirk  was  to  the  Northeast. 
His  call  to  Mississippi  Baptists 
is  to  support  in  prayer. 


lake  Waits  (third  from  right),  with  a  group  of 
Vacation  Bible  School  children  from  Hills 
Church  in  Clarksville,  MD.  Four  out  of  the 
eight  children  in  his  class  made  professions  of 
faith  during  the  week  ofVBS.  (Photos  provid¬ 
ed  by  lake  Waits) 

had  opportunities  to  pass  out  literally  thousands 
of  brodnires  and  flyers  fiiis  summer  promoting 
the  church.  Through  this  area  of  nuiustry,  1  came 
in  contact  with  many  Muslims,  Jews  and  other 
religions  that'are  dominant  in  fiiat  area. 

"WTiile  1  served  in  the  church,  I  also  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  help  other  churches  in  various  parts  of 
Maryland  with  mission  work.  Another  humbling 
experience  was  seeing  a  prayer  take  root  before 
my  eyes  and  come  to  life.  1  had  the  privilege  of 
starting  a  Family  Ministry  Team  in  the  church  and 
I  am  still  amazed  that  God  chose  a  19  year  old  to 
begin  this  team.  God  has  shown  me  through  all  of 
this  that  1  can  serve  Him  as  a  Jake-of-all-trades! 

"As  I  look  back  on  the  experience  from  this 
summer,  1  look  back  with  a  serrse  of  satisfaction 
because  God  chose  to  use  me  in  so  many  different 
ways  for  His  kingdom.  When  we  fight  for  Christ 
wholeheartedly  and  stay  the  course.  He  will  be  at 
the  forefront  of  the  battle  helping  us  take  each  step 
with  Sword  in  hand.  Take  courage  knowing  that 
God  is  in  your  midst,  and  fight 
valiantly  for  Him  with  passion." 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Missions  Mobilization 
is  a  supplement  to 
The  Baptist  Record 
produced  by 

Communication  Services 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 
Contact 

Missions  Mobilization 
about  future 
mission  opfwrtunities. 

RO.  Box  530 
Jacksbn,  MS  39205-0530 
(800)  748-1657,  ext.  398 
(601)  292-3398 
krhodes@mbcb.org 


Clarksville,  MD. 
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Dunk  the  deacons,  Sardis  ^urch,  Sardis 


Mark  Gray  and  Stephen  Lanier 

Bailey  &nith  Ministries  pre-  throu^  Tuesday,  and  Eddie 
sents  the  Real  EvangeUsm  Bible  Middl^on  Monday  through 
Conference  at  Easdiaven  Church,  Tuesday.  The  Easdiaven  Church 
Brookhaven,  September  28-  Choir  will  sing  Mcmday  duoug^ 
October  1.  Larry  Grays,  Wednesday  cmd  die  Salem 
Kennesaw,  Ga.,  and  Bailey  &iudi.  Heights  Church  Choir  (Tenn.)  will 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  be  speaking  sing  Tuesday  The  ho^  hotel  is 
Sunday  at  9*30  ajn.,  I05o  am,  Hampton  Inn  and  can  be  reached 
and  6  pm  Junior  Hill,  Htirtselle,  at  (601)  823-3800.  For  more  infbr- 
Ala.,  and  Eigun  Carier,  Dallas,  mation,  call  (601)  833-2597. 
Texas,  will  speak  cm  Monday  at  Bendon  Ginn  is  the  host  pastor. 
6:30  p.m.  Johnny  Himt, 

Wx)dstockGa.,andJen^Falwell,  David  Rogers  was  licensed 
lynchburg.  Via.,  will  speak  to  the  mirustry  on  August  10  at 
7u«day  at  630  p.m  Fred  Wolfe,  Poplar  Creek  Nations  Church, 
Brandon,  and  Jamey  Ragle,  Kimuchael.  Pictured  (from  left) 
Burlingtm,  Ky,  vnll  speak  are  Jim  Ballard,  Rogers,  his 
Wednesday  at  630  pm  Music  wife  Carla,  and  Rexie  Nail, 
will  be  provided  by  Rick  Stone, 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Jim  Ballard,  David  &  Caria  Rogers,  and  Rexie  Nail 


the  ministry  on  June  29.  Pictured  a.m.  The  public  is  invited  to 
(from  left)  are  Gray  and  Stephen  attend.  For  more  information, 
Lanier,  pastor.  call  (601)  833-2433. 

Alexander  Memorial  Churdt,  The  Children's  Droartment 
Washington,  recently  ordained  of  Ingram  Church,  Daldw)^, 
GarionTavenner  and  Tim  Evans  will  have  a  Noah’s  Ark  party 
as  deacons.  Pictiued  (from  left)  on  October  31  at  7  p.m. 
cue  Rick  Griffin,  pastor,  Taveimer, 

Evans,  and  David  Donham.  On  July  27,  J.  W.  Cupit  was 

presented  a  plaque  by  Ben 
Presnell,  pastor  of  Union 
Church,  Union  Church,  for  his 
service  to  the  church  and  com¬ 
munity.  The  occasion  was 
Cupit's  88  birthday 


The  children  and  youth  of 
Sardis  Church,  Philadelphia, 
reached  their  goal  for  atten¬ 
dance  during  VBS.  They  were 
given  the  opportunity  to  dunk 
a  deacon  as  an  incentive. 
Pictured  are  deacons  Joe  Mike 
Step  and  Max  Clearman. 

Sons  of  the  Father  will  be  in 
concert  at  New  Sight  Church, 
Brookhaven,  October  5  at  11 


Rick  GiifBn,  pastor;  Teveimei;  Evans,  and  David  Donham 


Everyone  who  owns  property  -  a  home, 
a  car,  a  bank  account,  investments, 
business  interests,  a  retirement  plan 
account,  collectibles,  personal  belongings, 
etc.  needs  an  estate  plan!  Anything  that  you 
own  that  can  produce  income  or  that  can 
be  converted  into  cash  make  up  your 
estate.  An  estate  plan  allows  you  to  direct 
how  and  to  whom  your  property  will  be 
distributed  after  your  death.  Is  there  e  blenk 
in  your  estate  planning? 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  was 
founded  in  1943  to  assist  individuals  and 
institutions  in  charitable  giving  and  estate 
planning.  Give  us  a  call.  Let  us  assist  you  by 
filling  in  your  estate  planning  blanks  by  giving 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  a  call  at 
(601)292-3210. 


Indude  an  up-to-date  Wi? 

Nmm  a  guardien  or  create  a  protective  trust  for  your 
parents,  young  or  (ftadvaniaged  chHdrsa 
aduk  didran.  or  grandchidren? 

Control  al  of  your  property  including  pensions  and 
ife  insurance? 

Name  an  executor/exacdrix  and  trustee  you  are 
confident  wi  carry  out  your  wishes? 

Indude  provisicns  for  long-term  health  care  for  you 

and  your  spouse  and/olher  dependents  shodd  the 
need  arise? 

Indude  charitable  gifts? 


THC  MISSiSSIffI  BAPTIST  fOUNDATION 


Tut  Baptist  Rkcorp 


September  25, 2003 


Jim  Rickies  and  Les  Riddes 


Ei^teen  membefs  of 
Bassneld  Qnudi,  Bassfield, 
went  to  Auburn,  N^.,  July  11-18 
on  a  mission  trip.  The  team  hdd 
VB6  at  Auburn  Chunb  in  the 
momins  and  led  a  Backya^ 
BiMe  in  the  evenings  in 
Otoe,  Nd>.  There  were  four  pro- 


ML  Zion  Church,  Osyka, 
held  thdr  165th  anniversaiy  on 
July  27.  Drainie  Bond,  retired 
misBionaw  and  former  member 
of  Silver  brings  Qiurch,  Osyka, 
c4  9uiwnee,  Okla,,  spoke. 
Dimple  Conerly  Bond,  retired 
missionary  and  former  member 
of  Mt  Zion  Church,  of  Shawnee, 
Okla.,  gave  her  testimony. 
Richa^  Fortenberry,  Bluff 
Springs  Church,  Magrtolia,  and 
former  youth  arid  music  director 
at  Mt.  Zion,  presented  music. 
Maria  Schilling  directs  music  and 
Nafoan  M.  rirmin  is  pastor. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Firmin 
aiKl  the  Bonds. 

Concord,  Ellard,  and  Parker 
churches,  Calhoun,  recently 
joined^together  for  VBS.  The 
average  attendance  was  98.  A 


Mission  trip  participants  of  Bassfield  Chordi,  Bsaafield 

mission  offering  went  to  the 
Baptist  Childreivs  Village. 

Oakland  Heights  Church, 

Meridian,  recently  ordained  Les 
Rickies,  as  deacon.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  his  father,  Jim  a  TVT^TorrV 

Rickies,  pastor,  and  Rickies.  oAt  1 


Firmin  and  the  Bonds 


VRS  narHrinanta  of  Concord.  Ellard.  and  Parker  Chttiches 
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200}  Conference  Speakers 


BAPTISTS 


BUI  Brin  Jim  McNicI  Jimmy  RobcitMn  Hcib  Reavto  Jmy  Spmccr 

2003  Conference  Ji/(usicians 

wild  tdeJiigfxland  baptist  Cdurcd  Celebration  Choir  and 


150  D’Evereaux  Drive  •  Natdiez,  MS 
presents  in  concert 


The  stone'*  LukeGeiren  The  mn  tally 

Schedule 

October  6  -  'Euenin^  senHce  mil  byin  with  pre-music  at  6.15  p.m.  6*  6:30  pjn.  service. 
'  8  -  5:30  a.m.  service  with  lunch  immediately  following  •  i:}0  p.m.  ^reahout  sessions  •  2: 
ng  services  will  byin  at  6:ig  nith  pre-service  music  and  6:30  p.m.  savice  •^There  is  no  am 


Saturday,  November  8th  at  7  p.m. 

&  Sunday,  November  9th  at  3  p.m. 

Tickets:  $10 

For  more  information  caU  (601)  442-1464 
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The  Bapust  Rbcokd - 


SEPTEMHa  25, 2003 


HoOt  SpriiMiL  PwKworth; 
Oct  IZrSUM^rSdiool,  lOajn.; 
wocahto,  11  am.;  a  covered 
dtah  lundi  and  idlowrii^  will 
fallow;  an  afkemoon  sing  will 
kXkrni  Robert  Sones,  farmer 
pMlo^  Rwaking;  Kevin 


New  Goodliop^  Pulaski; 

Oct  V2;  ¥iotMp,  lOcSO  am;  a 
oovesed  dish  lundi  win  kdlow;  a 
Gond  sing^  with  Greater 
Faim  wiD  fdllaw;  Curtis  Roland, 
speaking;  John  Purvis,  pastor 

Tillalobar  TlUaloba:  Sept. 
28;  worship,  10:30  am;  a  cov- 
ernl  dish  mod  uriU  be  served  at 
noon;  Mike  Ramage,  Parkway, 
Hernando,  speaking. 

litgKwn,  Baldwyn:  Oct  12; 
Tommy  l^tdieU,  Gulf  Coast 
AMOciational  Missions 

Director;  preadiing. 

iiigfM\  Baldwym  Oct.  26- 
29;  Muty  Roberts,  Wheeler, 
Wheeler,  preadiing;  Mark 
Carhvri^it  singing. 

Rist  Glfiuiahv  Hattiesburg: 

Sq)t  280ct  1;  Sunday,  10  am., 
pottuck  lunch  at  11  am,  and  6 
pm;  Man.-WlB(L,  7  am  breakfast 
and  devotional,  and  630  pm.; 
Jinurw  Slewart  East  Canqnis  of 
Temple,  HatBoburg,  meddng; 
Jimi^  kfillei;  Glendale, 
music;  Don  Slewatt  imerim  pas- 
tac;Cantact(601)544«414orfrst- ' 
bapisto^^kniteolaim 

Old  Oak  Grove,  Myrtle: 
Sept  28;  130th  atmiversary; 
worshq),  1030  am.;  lundi  wm 
be  served  at  noon;  singi^  1:15 

f>.m;  Landnnarks,  singing; 
ason  Marlin,  former  pastor, 
preaching;  G^  linviUe,  pas¬ 
tor;  for  more  information,  call 
(662)  96»-2187;  aU  are  welcome. 

Riat  Mt  Pleasant  Oct  12; 
45tti  aruiiversary;  Sunday 
School,  9^  am;  worship,  11 
am;  a  covered  dish  hmdi  will 


HNAU.Y 


snwM's  snNQ,  jMCiesori  mks. 

ChtWm  OMiad  home  hi|JRLMunena  vinyl 
wMDMa  meal  took  paSo  oitffiR, 
■  IIIUWIWIIMII  rODTrTTfmnrrn 
SSMSSCDaiaWUSribwaoxxnns. 
niST  lAPIISi;  MAVnBD,  KEN- 
luanr,  U  seeUng  full-time 
wonht  Shuic  miniUBr.  Average  aaen- 
d»ce  S(K>«-.  Mended  wonhip  style  with 
Ptate  teem.  taSkm  wdi  gNe  leadenhip 
to  Reded  muaic  prapam.  65  member 
pmtae  choir  teviv  and  woiship  team, 
WDiddp  pi— ling.  Send  icsume  to  Bob 
SwMtpeWK  Res  Baptist  ChuRh,  118W. 


i.2003 


be  served  at  noon;  afternoon 
singing  with  The  Living  Tnidi 
will  follow;  a  love  offermg  will 
be  taken;  Gerald  Hodges,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  speaking;  Troy 
Styers,  pastor;  all  are  welcome. 

l^Udwood,  Southaven; 
Wildwood-Havenview:  Sept.  28; 
a  poduck  dinner  on  the  grounds 
will  be  served  at  ruxm;  concert 
with  Matthew  M^ilUard, 
Gaither,  2  p.m.;  Fred  Tubbs,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  preaching;  Darrel  W. 
Stacy,  pastor. 

Rocky  Point,  Leake:  Sept. 
28;  wor^p,  10:45  a.m.;  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  will  be  served;  after¬ 
noon  sin^g,  1:30  p.m.;  Danny 
Septon,  Brandon,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  Living  Waters,  MctZool, 
music;  Marshall  Lum,  pastor. 

Rocky  Point,  Leake:  Sept. 
29-Oct.  1;  nightly,  7  p.m.; 
Danny  Sj^ton,  Brandon, 
preacning;  Cnoir,  music. 


Valley  Grove,  Pontotoc:  Oct. 
12;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  li  a.m.;  a  fellowship 
meal  will  follow;  music,  1:30-3 
p.m.;  Tommy  Tackett,  preach- 
mg;  John  Shackleford,  pastor. 


Walker  Hill,  Brandon: 
Sept.  28;  worship,  10  a.m.; 
dinner  on  the  grounds;  after¬ 
noon  worship  will  follow;  J. 
C.  Renfroe,  former  Director  of 
Missions  for  Rankin  County, 
speaking;  all  are  welcome;  for 
more  information,  call  (601) 
825-6210  or  (601)  825-6965; 
Ronnie  Purser,  pastor;  Sandi 
Sartor,  music  director. 

Belden,  Belden:  Sept.  28; 
worship,  10  a.m.;  a  fellowship 
meal  will  follow;  Scott  Rogers, 
speaking. 


luka  Church,  luka,  called  Johu  Lee,  Baldwyn,  has 
Jim  Holcomb  as  pastor  effac-  been  elected  as  interiinpastOT 
tiveMav2003.  at  Macedonia  Cnuidi, 


28-Uct.  i;  Bunday,  lu  a.m. 

Bm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
army  Lanier,  speaking 
Vowell,  interim  pastor. 


HEALTH 

In—x  for  tfw  kB  emptoyed-  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  •Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 

Con— leCOMBOOOe. _ 

POK  SAUE:  ivn  I08D  sron;  15  pas- 
wttfer  van.  New  tires,  uMte;  82,(X)0 
miles.  $4,000,  call  (479)  925-1566, 


IMM  OMU  AD  MBMSnnr  BY  video, 
for  tine  ManeUian  wrie:  RO.  Bm  1206, 


tive  May  2003. 

Rolling  Creek 
Church,  Quitman, 
called  Ronnie  Cooper 
as  interim  pastor  on 
September  1.  Cooper 
has  pastored  churenes 
in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi.  Rolling 
Creek  Church  also  Holcomb 
called  Lamar  Callahan 
as  interim  music  director  effec-  Mo 
tive  August  27  and  Ann  Sui 
Callahan  as  interim  organist.  Net 


Macedonia  Chuidi, 
Lee.  He  began  his 
ministiy  on 

Septemoer  14. 

New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth,  nas  called 
llmothy  Parker  as 
pastor.  Parker  gr^u- 
ated  firom  Mississippi 
iiii  College  and  NOEtId. 

He  served  as  pastor  of 
Montgomery  Church, 

Summit,  prior  to  coming  to 
New  H<^.  Parker's  service 
began  September  14. 


Grace,  Philadelphia:  Sept. 
28-C)ct.  1;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  7 


LOSVILLE  -  HRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 

Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Mjuth  F^stor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1568,  1400  Nolan 
Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 
fbdeesvilleOwnonline.rtet. 

AMBBCAS  TASTEST  GROWING  Christian 
long  distance  company.  4.9l^f1in^lte,  no 
monthly  lees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6  sec¬ 
ond  billing.  250,000  happy  customers.  Toll- 
free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.covenant- 
phoncservice.com. _ 

hopper  glass  studio,  custom 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson.  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTBIY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  C)uitman,  Miss., 

Phone  (601)  776-661 7. _ 

WAN1H>:RJLL-TIME  ASSOCIATE  pastor 
of  music  and  yo»4h.  All  interested,  setxf 
resumes  to:  Feliciana  Baptist  Church,  FO. 
Box  428,  Ointon,  LA  70722.  O  call  the 
church  office  at  (225)  683-3066  or  ftstor 
Tony  Hand  at  (225)  938-4592. 


Coi 


Bill  Hudson  Jr.,  Hudson 
Salvage  Inc.,  will  serve  as 
keynote  speaker  at  the  annual 
Small  Business  Leadership 
Award  luncheon  Oct.  15  at 
noon  in  the  Wilkes  Dining 
Hall,  William  Carey  College, 
Hattiesburg.  It  is  sponsored 
by  the  Area  Devel^ment 
Partnership  and  WCC.  This 

Mission  Hill,  Wesson:  Oct. 
5;  125  years;  worship,  10  a.m.; 
a  covered  dish  luntmeon  will 
follow;  Van  Windom,  speak¬ 
ing;  Tommy  Purvis,  pastor; 
all  are  welcome;  for  more 
information  call  (601)  823- 
3366  or  (601)  643-2788. 

Temple,  Moss  Point:  Sept 
28-Oct.  1;  Simday,  11  a.m.  ana  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  David 


event  recognizes  foe  contri¬ 
butions  all  small  business 
leaders  make  to  foe  econom¬ 
ic,  social  and  cultural  life  of 
the  community.  Owners  of 
small  businesses  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  are  invited  to 
attend.  CaU  (601)  318-6199  for 
ticket  information  and  reser¬ 
vations  by  October  8. 

9ieppard,  harvest  evangelist, 
LaureL  evai^g^ist;  Steve  and 
Becky  Carver,  One  Way 
Ministries,  Mathison,  music; 
David  Williams,  pastor.  , 

BetfaeL  Monticiello;  Sept  28- 
Oct  2;  Stmdw,  9  am.;  nig^y,  7 
pjn.;  Clark  Stuart,  Harmony, 
Crys^  Smings,  evaungelist;  Bui 
Herman,  New  Hebron  Churdi, 
New  Hebron,  worship  leader. 


Williamsville  Church,  Koschisko,  announces  the  ministry 
Complete  in  Christ.  Wayne  and  Tina  Hudson  were  commissioned  on 
August  1 7.  They  are  available  for  seminars,  conferences,  retreats,  and 
revivals.  For  more  information,  call  (662)  289-4294.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Jerry  East,  pastor,  the  Hudsons,  and  foul  Harper. 


Correction 

Due  to  a  layout  error  in  the 
Housetops  section  of  the 
September  18  issue  of  The 
Baptist  Record,  the  cost  of  the 
Senior  Adult  IV  Retreat  at 
Gulfshore  Assembly  on 
September  30-October  2  was 
erroneously  listed  as  $97  per 
person,  plus  lodging.  The  cost  of 
the  retreat  is  $97  per  person, 
irKluding  lodging.  For  more 
information,  contact  Glenn 
Shows  in  the  Oiscipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  at  (601 )  292- 
3373  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651,  exL  373.  E- 
mail:  gshows@mbcb.org. 


Brjilding  or 
ncnovHtlng 
Your  Church?! 


Contact  the  Nations  Leading 


nUn-TIME  YCIimVC3BLOIIB45  MMsto. 
Send  resume  to  Antioch  Baptist  Chureh, 
2350  Hwy  43  5.,  Brandon,  MS  39042.  Am: 
youth  minisaer  search  committee. 

(AfTH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  lACKSON,  b 
looking  for  a  part-time  associate  mwister  to 
help  meet  the  needs  of  this  caring  chureh 
with  outreach  programs  and  hotnebound 
rrrinistry.  For  more  information,  cortad  Dc 
GregVtoMe,  pastor,  P.O.  Box  13675,  fadoorv 

MS  39236.  Phone  (601 )  368-2983. _ 

ORGANIST,  CASTLEWOOOS  Baptist 
Oturch.  Send  a  letter  of  interest  or  resume  to 
1 75  Stonecastle  Drnre,  Brandon,  MS  39047, 
via  email  or  fax.  Fax  number  (601 )  992-2623. 


For  Mbmteian  cal  IDI)  9924977. 
MOSBLE  RDMOiML  MPnsr  Chudi  is 
cunody  «dang  a  pari  time  miniap  of 
youtiv  ti  you  M  Cod  tearing  you  in  tie 
dnectian  d  youii  inMtey  and  wotid  Hre  a 
Real  oppoteitite  to  worii  vritii  a  Rowing 

dudv  pteaM  s^  your  aesume  to:  MMBC 
miniUEr  of  youtii  onmltee;  RQ  Bck  22a 
Moaete  MS  39459  or  cal  (601)  5824428. 
HBSr  lAPnsr  CHUBCH  SHANNON,  is 
cunendy  aooepting  tesuanes  for  tire  podtion 
of  fuBtene  pates.  PteaM  sera)  resumes  to 
Hm  Baptist  Oaadv  RO.  Bok  21,  Shantasv 
MS  3886a  atec  Danny  Sinanam. 
NOaniWPT  tePIBT  AStodAIION  D 


DeSoto  and  late  counties  iinow  UUng  appi- 
cationa  and  resumes  far  Atanciairsi  Mtetions 
Di»BclDt.Sendaiiitibnnaioatedu(ing*°°i- 
ote  tefcreisss  to  Me  Dan  Twemaa  2604 

Laxem  Road,  NesbR,  MS  38651. _ 

FUU-TIME  MINISTER  Of  STUDENTS 
position.  Serai  resumes  to  minister  of  stu¬ 
dents  search  committee,  Grace  Memorial 
Baptist  Church,  2412  23rd  Avenue, 
Gulbori,  MS  39501. 

FBC  MAGEE  IS  SEEKING  A  FUU-TIME 
minister  of  youth  ara)  acthrities  direc¬ 
tor.  Please  serai  resumes  to  youth 
search  committee,  c/6  Mike  McAlpin, 
P.O.  Box  266,  Magee,  MS  391 1 1 . 


♦ 


the  Baptet  Rbcord 


STAND  UP  generously,  moce  holes  than  ttie  people  who  attend  asked  how  they  could  disniiss 

SM^che^  even  if  one  restricts  WedneMay  prayer  meetiiw  ser-  Old  Testament  and  New 

Editor  dw  context  to  the  environs  of  a  vices  give  ad  die  podcet  duuige  Testament  Scriptures  duit  call 

First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  local  BfqTtist  duirch  or,  I  might  diey  bring  to  die  services  towara  the  homosexual  lifestyle  sin, 

thank  Lisa  Parr  of  New  Albany  add,  any  diurdv  closing  the  gap  that  exists  in  die  diis  priest  charged  that  me  Bible 

for  those  addresses  of  our  con-  The  Apostle  Paul,  a  Roman  2003  Niississippi  Cooperative  was  not  culturally  correct  (my 

gressional  representatives  citizen  who  utilized  Roman  Program  fCP)  between  budget  paiwhrase  of  Iwr  statement), 

^rite  reps,  senators;  letter  to  law,  Roman  roads,  and  no  needs  and  gdts  received.  If  all  %e  dien  said,  "We  w(»^p 

the  editor,  ^tenUier  11).  doitot  die  Roman  postal  sys-  our  Missiso^  Bap^  churches  die  Gc^  of  the  Bible;  we  don  t 

I  am  a  Qmrtian  and  I  believe  tern,  certainly  had  no  sufficient  increase  their  CP  gning  one-half  worship  the  Bible  itself.”  I  don't 
Gcxl's  Holy  Word  is  true.  This  reason  to  rebel  against  author!-  to  two  percent  in  die  months  of  think  there's  one  among  us, 
said,  I  do  not  believe  in  gay  ties  who  in  many  instances  pro-  October,  November,  and  Episcopal  or  Soudiem  Baptot, 
rights.  I  do  believe  our  diikuen  tected  him.  Paul's  clearly-stated  December  using  this  nvedicxl,  it  who  is  sha^  enough  to  chvide 
are  being  harmed  by  all  die  tele-  position  on  die  matter  is  to  well  might  result  in  die  2003  CP  God  and  His  Word, 
vision  and  movies  where  th^  nonor  authorities  who,  by  their  budget  being  met  Although  the  Bible  is 

are  being  doused  with  this  every  conduct  toward  those  imder  Also,  if  all  Mississippi  Baptists  replete  with  Sc^tures  that 

day.  We  as  Christians  have  to  diem,  deserve  to  be  honored.  would  give  some  amount  for  all  remind  us  that  God  alone  is 

stand  up  for  our  children  or  Any  nation  that  encourages  82  counties  through  the  worthy  of  our  worship  and 

scxm  it  will  be  too  late.  By  die  the  overthrow  of  tyraniiKal  Mai]^ret  Lackey  State  Mission  praise,  consider  Psalm  o6:4  — 
time  diey  have  a  steady  diet  of  "authorities"  will  never  be  con-  Offexmg  (MLSMO)  —  82  pen-  "In  God  I  will  praise  His  Word, 
all  die  eviliiess  of  homosexuality,  demned  by  my  Gcxl  or  Paul's  nies,  82  nickels,  82  dimes,  82  dol-  In  God  I  have  put  my  trust," 
diey  will  begin  to  think  that  we  God.  Ask  John  Hus,  Martin  lars,  etc.  —  diis  would  meet  the  and  Psalm  56:  1()  —  "m  God  I 
are  die  ones  who  are  wnxig.  Luther,  Washington,  Jefferson,  2003  MLSMO  goal  of  $1.5  mil-  will  praise  His  Word;  in  the 
Write  your  congressmen,  Paine,  and  scores  of  other  lion.  All  ffunily  members  could  Lord  I  will  praise  His  Word." 
senators,  and  legislators  and  let  "rebellious"  leaders  who  have  personally  give  to  die  offering.  Certainly  John  1  comes  to 

them  loiow  diey  will  not  get  passed  on  to  all  of  us  a  better  I  plan  to  promote  these  icfeas  mind.  "In  the  beginning  was 

your  vote  if  d^  don't  move  on  world  by  tossing  worthless  to  our  churches  in  Clarke  the  Word  and  the  Word  was 
these  issues.  They  are  ones  in  "authorities,"  religious  and  sec-  Association  and  ask  our  pastors  with  God,  and  the  Word  was 
positions  to  do  something.  ular,  out  on  dieir  ears.  to  to  promote  it  as  weu.  May  God,  (v.2)  die  same  was  in  die 

We  are  living  in  a  fast-paced  I  m^t  add  that  had  the  we  all  give  so  diat  odiers  wiU  beginning  with  God,  (v.3)  aU 

world  today.  It  seems  evilness  early  Christians  not  rebelled  come  to  know  Jesus  and  go  dungs  were  made  by  Him  and 

is  all  around.  We  have  to  do  against  audiority,  Christiani^  widi  us  to  Heaven.  without  Him  was  not  anything 

something  or  marriage  might  very  well  be  a  footnote  in  Grady  Crowell,  missions  dir.  made  that  was  made.  (v.l4) 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  itKlude 
an  address  and  telephone  nurrjber 
for  verification.  In  special 
instarKxs,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  artd  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


GOD,  WORD  DIVIDED?  name  than  Jesus.  It  is  appaieni 

diat  Jesus  is  the  Living  Word  ol 
Editor:  God.  He  and  His  Wora  are  one 

I'm  troubled  by  somediing  The  sharpest  knife  in  the  draw- 
said  by  an  Episco^  priest  in  er  can't  make  diat  cut. 
defending  diat  churdvs  eleva-  Arthur  Comans,  pastor 
tion  of  an  avowed  homosexual  Yandell  Road  Chiueh 
to  die  office  of  bishcp.  When  Madison 


Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  mu^  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


By  Justin  Peters  The  WOF  movement  compromises  the 

Correspondent _  non-negotiable  fundamentab  of  the  faith. 

The  orig^  of  the  WOF  movement  can  be 
First  in  a  series  traced  directly  to  the  metaj 

such  as  Unity  School  of 
"Satan  ccmqueied  Jesus  on  die  cross."  ~ 

"He  died  spiritually!  ...Jesus  Christ  under¬ 
stood  diat  spiritual  death  b  union  with  die 
Satanic  nature."  "Man  was  created  on  terms 
of  equality  widi  God,  and  he  could 
stand  in  God's  presence  widiout 
aiw  consciousness  of  inferiority." 

"He  [God]  doesn't  even  draw  a  dis¬ 
tinction  between  Himself  and  us.  ...I 
have  Hb  name.  I'm  one  widi  Him...I 
am  a  little  god!  Critics,  be  gone!" 

Shocked?  You  may  have  just 
read  the  above  four  quotes  from 
four  separate  individuab  and  are 
wondering,  "What  blasphemy  b 
this?  Who  teaches  such  heresy? 

Mormons?  Jehovah's  Witnesses?" 

You  would  be  correct  in  discerning  such  Quimby  (1802-1866) 
statemenb  as  heretical  but,  unfortiiruitely,  occultbm,  hypnosis,  a 
incorrect  in  assuming  that  they  come  from  gy  and  the  father  o 
groups  considered  outeide  of  orthodox  Knowing  the  roots 
Christianity;  diey  come  from  within.  movement  or  system  is 


•  ^iritual  death  of  Jesus  —  The  belief 
that  Christ's  physi^  deadi  was  insufti- 
cient  to  atone  for  sin.  He  also  had  to  die 
sical  culte  spiritually.  Of  course,  if  Jesus  died  spiritu- 
uistianity,  ally,  then  He  ceased  being  God  and  if  He 
Religious  Science,  Christian  Science,  and  cea^  beii^  God  even  for  an  instant.  He 
New  Thou^t.  Though  the  father  of  the  never  was  Qxl  to  begin  with, 
modem  WOF  movement  b  often  consid-  •  Revelation  knowledge  —  The  belief 
ered  to  be  Kenneth  Hagin  (whose  son  can  that  God  dbpenses  to  certain  believers, 

■  be  seen  preaching  today  on  apart  from  the  Scriptures,  secret  knowl- 
TBN),  as  ne  is  referred  to  by  edge  of  Himself.  Thb  b  a  modem  day  ver- 
Charbma  magazine,  thb  dubi-  sion  of  the  ancient  her^  of  Gnosticbm 
ous  honor  actually  goes  to  one  against  which  the  New  Tratament  lepieat- 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon- 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Peters 


The  BAFTisr  Record 


Family  Bible  Study 


Kingdom  Evidence 

Matthew  7:13-27 
By  )on  Panieto _ 


An  evangelism  training 
mediod  utilize  two  diagnostic 
questions.  One  of  these,  "Do 
you  know  for  sure  that  you  are 
goiiw  to  be  with  God  in  heav¬ 
en?,  is  desimted  to  get  the  lost 
person  to  wgin  pondering 
their  eternity,  ihere  are  also 
many  Christians  who  regularly 
ponder  their  eternity. 

"How  can  I  know  that  1  am 
in  God's  Kingdom?"  When  I 
was  in  student  ministry,  this 
question  was  regularly  asked 
in  some  form  by  many 
teenagers  as  they  searched 
their  hearts  for  the  assurance  of 
their  salvation.  Now  as  a  pas¬ 
tor,  this  question  comes  to  me 
from  people  of  all  ages  —  from 
children  to  senior  adults. 

The  Scriptures  teU  us  to  test 
and  examine  ourselves  to  see  if 
we  are  in  tihe  htidi  (2  Cor.  135-6). 
This  is  one  test  that  we  must  not 


fail!  As  we  look  at  our 
focal  passage,  let's  craft 
some  test  questions"  as 
we  look  for  evidence  _  ,  , 
that  we  are  in  God's  Daniels 
Kingdom. 

Have  you  Entered  the  Right 
Gate?  (w.  13-14) 

The  gate  that  leads  to  life  in 
die  Kingdom  of  God  is  narrow 
because,  as  Charles  Spurgeon 
said,  'It  demands  self-denial,  and 
calls  for  strictness  of  obedience, 
aiui  watchfulness  erf  spirit"  (The 
King  Has  Come,  p.  81).  This  does 
not  mean  diat  it  is  hard  to 
become  a  Christian,  but  it  does 
mean  diat  there  is  e^y  one  Way 
to  eternal  life  with  God,  and  His 
name  is  Jesus  0<rfin  14:6).  The 
way  of  salvation  is  a  way  of  deci¬ 
sion,  commitment,  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God.  At  tinies,  it  can  be  a 
difficult  road  (v.  14)  that  we  walk 
as  we  encounter  die  attacks  of 
our  enemy  who  seeks  to  distract, 
disturb,  and  derail  us  as  we  strive 


to  live  for  Jesus. 
MacArdiur  said,  'The 
way  to  life  is  on  God's 
terms  alone;  the  way  to 
damnation  is  on  any 
terms  a  person  wants, 
because  every  way  but 
God's  leads  to  dw  same 
fate"  (Matthew  1-7,  p. 
449).  The  good  news  for 
us  is  diat  when  we  enter 
dirough  the  narrow  gate 
and  walk  the  difficult  road,  we 
are  headed  toward  life  eternal 
that  is  promised  to  diose  who  are 
in  Goas  Kingdom. 

Who  are  you  Listening  to? 
(w.  15-20) 

Not  ev^one  who  claims  to 
belong  to  God  and  to  speak  for 
Him  actually  does  so.  Our 
world  is  full  of  false  premhets 
who  propagate  errant  and  mis¬ 
leading  messages.  They  are 
extremely  deceimil  and  dar^er- 
ous,  like  "ravaging  wolves.'^  If 
we  will  pay  close  attention  to  the 
fruit  diey  are  bearing  —  tiwir 
character,  their  creed,  and  dieir 
converts  (MacArthur,  p.  468)  — 
we  will  be  able  to  determine 
who  is  a  false  prophet  and  who 
is  not.  We  will  be  able  to  deter¬ 
mine  to  whom  we  need  to  listen. 


A  fruit  tree  may  be  beautiful, 
decorative,  and  offer  pleasant 
shade  from  the  summer  heat, 
but  die  primary  purpose  of  a 
fruit  tree  is  to  produce  fruit.  It 
is  judged  \>y  what  it  produces, 
not  hiw  it  looks. 

A  prophet  —  someone  who 
speaks  for  God  —  is  judged  by 
ms  life,  not  simply  by  his 
appearance  or  his  words.  Let's 
make  sure  diat  we  are  listening 
to  those  whose  lives  are  gen¬ 
uine,  whose  "fruit"  is  good. 
They  wiU  be  most  helpful  to  us 
as  we  look  for  evidence  that  we 
are  in  God's  Kingdom. 

Are  you  Obeying  God's 
Will?  (w.  21-23) 

These  verses  are  some  of  die 
most 
ing 

Entrance  into  die  Kingdom  of 
God  is  reserved  for  those  who  do 
the  will  of  the  Fadier.  Mere  Up 
service  to  Him  is  not  enough;  an 
obedient  heart  is  required. 

To  think  diat  mere  will  be 
those  who  will  be  suiprised  "on 
diat  day"  to  discover  that  diey 
will  not  be  admitted  into  heaven 
leads  us  to  evaluate  our  Uves. 
Respectable  activities  such  as 
chiuch  attendance,  ministry  to 


t  sobering,  thou^-provok- 
in  the  New  Testament. 


others,  fair  treatment  of  our  fel¬ 
low  man,  and  odio- such  actions 
will  not  secure  our  place  in  heav¬ 
en.  Only  when  we  do  the  will  of 
the  Fatner,  surrender  our  Uves 
coiiq>letely  to  Him,  recognizing 
om  utter  dependence  on  Him, 
wiU  we  be  sure  of  our  eternal  life. 
What  is  Your  Foundation? 
(w.  24-27) 

Our  church  wiU  begin  con¬ 
struction  of  a  Family  Lire  Center 
sexjn,  but  before  the  first  bikk  is 
ever  laid,  careful  attention  must 
be  given  to  the  foundation.  SoU 
sanq^les  wUl  be  taken  to  ensure 
diatthe  foundation  wiU  be  able  to 
support  the  building  for  years  to 
cenne.  The  foundation  is  critical  to 
the  usefulness  erf  die  building. 

In  the  same  way,  we  must 
make  siue  that  the  foundation 
of  our  Uves  is  strong  and 
secure.  The  only  foundation 
that  will  last  for  all  eternity  is 
that  of  the  words  of  Christ  and 
our  obedience  to  them. 
"Practicing  obedience  becomes 
the  soUd  foundation  to  weather 
the  storms  of  life"  (Study  note. 
Life  AppUcation  Bible,  p.  1784). 

Daniels  is  pastor  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Christian  Behavior 

Philippians  2:12-30 


They  were  to  do  their  the  ministry  of  Timothy,  which 
duty  without  murmur-  is  in  stark  contrast  to  those  who 
ings.  To  do  it  and  not  thought  of  themselves  first, 
find  fault  with  it.  To  Timothy  had  a  genuine  concern 
mind  their  work  and  for  others.  He  seemed  to  be 
not  quarrel  with  it.  To  one  of  those  rare  people  who 
be  peaceable.  To  move  could  look  beyond  himself  and 
toward  being  blameless  see  others  —  really  see  them, 
and  pure.  Why  is  this  Timothy  mexielea  what 
important?  If  all  that  wrote  earUer  in  this  letter: 
people  know  about  a  nothing  out  cf  selj^h  ambition  or 
muich  is  that  its  mem-  vain  conceit,  oui 

sider  others  better  than 


who  had  deUvered  money  from 
the  Philippians  to  Paul  and 
then  returned  to  PhiUppi  with 
the  letter  from  Paul,  miile  he 
was  staying  with  Paul, 
Epaphroditus  became  deathly 
ill  and  homesick  for  his  family 
and  friends.  He  was  anxious  to 
return  home  so  that  he  could 
Do  prove  to  them  he  was  aU  right, 
that  God  had  healed  him.  ^ul 
it  'in  humility  con-  wanted  the  Philippians  to 
i  your-  know  the  dedication  with 

selves...  also  look  to  the  interests  cf  which  Epaphroditus  served, 
others  (2:3-4).  Timothy  con-  even  to  the  point  of  dying.  We 
formed  to  the  Jesus  model  of  show  our  comittment  to  Jesus 
leadership:  Whoever  wants  to  when  we  are  so  dedicate  to 
become  great,  must  be  a  ser-  Him,  that  we  are  willing  to  put 
vant,  ana  whoever  wants  to  be  our  Uves  at  risk, 
first  must  be  a  slave  of  all  Just  as  a  Ughthouse  warns 
(Mark  10:43-44).  Timothy,  like  saifors  to  avend  rocks  and  directs 
Paul,  was  a  servant  of  all.  tiieir  course,  the  consistant  exam- 
When  Christians  seek  their  pies  of  Paul,  Timottiy, 

church's  welfare  rather  than  Epaphroditus,  and  present  day 
their  own,  they  are  putting  beUevers  will  enU^ten  otiiers 
Christ's  interests  first  and  so  and  direct  tiidr  way  toChristand 
demonstrate  their  commitment  to  holy  Uving.  Do  the  words  of 
to  Him.  tirehymnatmebegirirungof  this 

'Put'ChrisTs  interests  rrst  Serve  with  dedication  (w.  article  characterize  your  walk 
(w  19-24).  Paul  observed  that  25-30).  Paul  indicates,  in  these  with  the  Lord?  Is  your  life  model- 

most  beUevers  are  too  preoccu-  verses,  that  we  should  honor  ing  true  Christ-Uke  bdiavior? 

pied  with  their  own  needs  to  those  who  giye  their  Uves  for  - 

spend  time  working  for  Christ,  the  sake  of  Qirist.  He  specifi-  Russell  is  member  of  First 
He  reminded  the  PruUppians  of  cally  named  Epaphroditus,  Church,  McComb. 


By  Laura  Russell 


vation"  simply  means 
to  "take  ypiu  mth  seri- 
Living  for  Jesus  a  life  that  is  ously".  The  PhiUppian 
true;  Striving  to  please  Him  in  Christians  needed  to  be 
all  that  I  do;  reilaing  allegiance,  especially  careful  to  obey  bers  constantly  argue,  com- 
glad  hearted  and  free;  This  is  the  Christ,  now  tiiat  Paul  wasnt  plain,  and  gossip,  mey  get  a 
pathway  of  blessing  for  me.  there  to  continually  remind  false  impression  of  Christ  and 

them  about  what  was  right,  the  Gospel.  The  children  of 
The  words  to  this  old  hirnn  "Work  out  your  salvation"  also  God  should  differ  from  the 
could  have  been  just  what  Paul  means  that  God  is  working  in  sons  of  men.  Our  Uves  should 
was  trying  to  teU  the  PhiUppian  you.  This  encourages  us  to  do  be  characterized  by  moral  puri- 
believers  in  die  last  part  of  our  utmost  because  we  know 
chapter  two.  He  was  telling  our  labor  is  not  in  vain:  We 
them  how  important  it  was  that  must  stiU  depend  on  the  grace 
they  Uve  for  Christ,  especiaUy  of  God.  God  s  good  wiU  to  us  is 
wim  him  not  there.  He  wanted  the  cause  of  Hus  good  work  in 
them  to  know  that  a  commit-  us.  We  demonstrate  our  com¬ 
ment  to  Christ  would  be  evi-  mitment  to  Jesus  throi^  faith- 
denced  in  their  behavior.  Just  fulness  in  living  the  Christian 
as  Paul  expected  certain  behav-  life.  The  secret  to  Uving  this  life 
ior  from  tne  FhiUppiem  beUev-  is  to  submit  to  Christs  control 
ers,  God  expects  us  to  demon-  and  let  Him  work  through  you. 
strate  our  commitment  to  Live  as  God's  children  (w. 

Christ  by  how  we  Uve.  14-18).  Living  as  God's  chil- 

Live  up  to  your  salvation  dren  meant  that  the  PhiUppians 
(w.  12-13).  "Work  out  your  sal-  should  not  complain  or  argue. 


Russell 


vols  heading  to  areas  hit  by  Isabel 


JACKSON,  MS.  (BP  and  local  reports)  teas  bound  for  the  Richmond,  Va.,  arre,  so 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Wright  said.  The  feeding  kitchen  is  enable  withassj 
slief  Unit  was  aeftvateu  September  21  of  producing  thousands  of  hot  meals  per  in^  serv 
id  dispatched  to  two  areas  of  the  east-  dayjor  disaster  victims  and  idief  workers.  Many 
n  U.S.  that  suffered  the  brunt  of  The  disaster  relief  unit  aiui  the  mass  tor  man; 
urricane  Isabel’s  fury  last  week,  feeding  kitchen  were  last  activated  after  of  l^t 
cording  to  Carol  Wri^t,  administra-  a  large  tornado  tore  through  downtown  he  fmt  1 

Brandon  on  April  25.  There  was  no  early  to  Hum 
on  when  the  uiut  will  return  from  been  a 
this  latest  after  Hu 

Meanwhile,  members  the  North  aster  are 

Carolina  Disaster  Relief  Region  7  mobile 
kitchen  unit  waited  at  the  offices  of  the  drink  it 
State  Convention  of  North  he 
Carolina  Sept.  18  as  Isabel  raged  outside,  trying  t( 
after  traveling  from  ^the  northwestern  tims  of 
the  state  day.  lines  eai 

They  joined  other  Southern  Baptist  ed  area  j 
Disaster  ^lief  units  in  staging  close  to  the  people 
affected  areas  so  tiiey  coula  set  up  that  them,  b( 


widi  two  cleans  and  recovery  teams.  The  ment  —  involvement  in  Disaster  Relief  was 
units  left  early  ^pt.  19  to  another  staging  an  extension  of  his  love  for  other  kinds  of 
five  assistant  in  the  Men's  Ministry  area  at  Williamston,  N.C.,  where  they  volimteer  n^ions,  a  pinion  he  shares 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  would  find  out  their  final  destination.  with  others  in  the  unit.  It  is  a  commitment 

Convention  Board  in  Jackson.  Greene  said  kitchen  units  usually  go  in  that  led  him  to  change  careers  in  the  late 

Wright  said  one  team  of  eight  and  imme^tely  start  setting  up  to  prepare  'SOs  to  become  an  insur^ce  agent — just  so 
Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers  headed  for  tiiousands  of  meals  daily  for  disaster  victims,  he  would  have  the  flexibility  to  participate 
the  Maryl^d/ Delaware  area  at  about  5  'T  anticipate  tomorrow  we'll  probably  go  out  in  missions  projects, 
p.m.  on  S^tember  21,  to  assist  in  post-hur-  and  set  up  a  serving  line  am  serve  people  'T  hate  to  say  that  you  have  a  good  time 
ricane  recovery  operations.  Baltimore  and  ri^t  in  fremt  of  us,"  he  said,  noting  tiiat  most  when  you  go  out  for  a  disaster,  but  foe  fel- 
other  areas  of  foe  Maryland /Delaware  of  foe  food  often  is  prepmed  in  bulk  for  dis-  lowslup  is  really  gc^,"  he  said.  "It’s  very 
region  were  inundated  wifo  massive  flood-  tribution  by  tiie  American  Red  Cross  or  fulfilling.  You  feeriike  you're  doing  some- 
ing,  and  many  electric  customers  are  still  Salvation  Army.  "Initially  a  lot  of  the  time  worfowl^e." 

waiting  for  power  to  be  restored.  peofde  come  to  us  when  they  find  out  what  The  Mississfopi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 

The  disaster  relief  unit's  ei^teen-wheeler  we're  doing,"  he  said.  Unit  is  fundetf  by  gim  to  ^  foe  Margaret 

mass  feeding  kitchen  left  its  TCrfo  at  Central  The  routine  at  foe  staging  area  was  more  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering,  and  sup- 

Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko  at  about  4  a.m.  relaxed  than  they  would  ukely  face  after  portea  administratively^  by  gifts  to  foe 
on  September  22,  wifo  ei^t  more  volun-  deployment,  but  much  of  what  makes  their  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 

'Community  loves  So.  Baptists'  assisting  recovery 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP  and  area,  while  another  team  of  eight  fared  foe  storm  well  and  were  "People  had  to  go  up  into 
load  reports)  —  Thou^  flood-  volunteers  left  at  4  a.m.  on  left  wifo  only  minor  damage.  their  attics  and  even  to  thed 

ing,  power  outages,  and  wind  Smtember  22  wifo  foe  unit's  "What  I've  seen  is  people  rooftops  to  escape  foe  flood," 

damage  have  emei;Kd  as  dbsta-  ei^teen-wheeler  mass  feeding  helping  each  other,"  Noble  said,  he  told  Baptist  Press, 
cles  aror  Hturicane  Isabel  swept  kitchen  boimd  for  foe  "Just  as  each  person  cleans  up  Phelps  reported  mostly 
foe  East  Coast  Sept.  18-19,  a  Ridunond,  Va.,  area.  their  own  lot,  they  help  eacn  water  aamage  to  homes  and 

major  antidote  to  tiiose  obstades  In  Gloucester,  Va.,  309  people  ofoer  clean  up  their  lot  too."  churches  in  foe  area  and  said 

has  been  people  hdping  ead\  were  able  to  talre  showers  Sept.  In  Salisbury,  Md.,  Revd  iK>ted  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 

other  cope  witn  tiie  dieter.  21  in  a  Southern  Baptist  shower  that  tiie  area  off  pretty  lig^t"  Men  have  taken  foe  lead  in 

'It's  really  amazing  to  see  tiie  unit  at  a  Wal-Mart  parking  lot.  and  did  not  receive  tiie  amount  assessing  damage  and  help- 

disaster  reudF  process  happen  "It  meets  a  real  need,  ana  we  of  damage  some  had  predicted,  ing  foe  needy.  A  large  part  of 
where  folks  will  leave  meir  were  really  glad  to  do  it,"  Jack  But  for  those  who  were  dis-  the  work  includes  ripping 

homes  —  and  in  our  situation  Noble,  head  of  disaster  relief  for  placed,  foe  Eastern  Baptist  carpet  from  flooded  churches 

while  tiie  hurricane  was  still  the  Southern  Baptist  Association  activated  a  Norfo  ana  spraying  a  Clorox  solu- 
going  on  here  —  and  woric  to  Conservatives  of  Virginia,  said.  American  Mission  Board-certi-  tion  as  soon  as  possible  to 
nelpfeed  ^  fc^  in  the  shelter,"  Noble  commended  a  disaster  fied  feeding  unit  at  a  local  shel-  prevent  mold. 

Bruce  Revel  of  the  EitttemBapti^  relief  feeding  unit  from  Georgia  ter.  Revel  reported  that  about  400  He  also  noted  that  foe  Norfo 
Association  in  Salisbury,  Md.,  for  foe  way  they  distributed  meals  were  served  for  dinner  Carolina  Baptist  Men's  feeding 
told  Baptist  Press.  "We  had  sever-  meals  in  GIoucester.'The  com-  and  breakfest  Srot.  18  and  19.  units  were  working  wifo  foe 
al people  who  were  in  the  shelter  munity  loves  Southern  "The  Gospel  was  really  at  Red  Cross  to  suppy  food  to 
wM  were  not  Baptists,  but  th^  Baptists,"  he  told  Baptist  Press,  work,"  he  said.  "We  shared  prople  affected  by  foe  storm, 
ofiered  to  he^  and  we  were  ab«  He  also  noted  the  way  wifo  them  why  we  were  there.  The  process  of  recovery  is  slow, 

to  make  use  of  tiiem  as  wdL"  churches  in  foe  area  were  and  it  was  great  to  see."  The  he  said,  but  it's  happening. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  working  together  to  help  feeding  unit  has  now  been  At  least  35  deaths  are  being 
Disaster  Relief  Unit  was  aenvat-  church  memlrers  remove  water  reauested  in  Baltimore.  blamed  on  Hurricane  Isabel, 

ed  September  21  by  national  dis-  and  mud  from  their  homes  and  In  Norfo  Carolina,  where  The  Mississippi  Baptist 
aster  relief  oftidab  at  tiie  Norfo  clear  away  downed  trees.  some  of  foe  worst  damage  Disaster  Relief  Unit  is  fuimed 

American  Mission  Board  in  Noble  nad  visited  12  church-  occurred,  David  Phelps  of  foe  by  gifts  to  the  Maigaret  Lackey 

Atlanta.  One  team  of  eight  es  by  mid-moming  Sept.  22  and  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  in  State  Mission  Onering,  and 
Mississippi  ^ptist  volunteers  said  that  Union  Cnurch  in  Havelock  explained  tiiat  foe  eye  supported  administratively  by 
leftatateut5p.m.onSrotember  Gloucester  had  a  flooded  base-  of  the  hurricane  moved  through  girts  to  foe  Mississippi 
21  for  the  Maryland /I^la ware  ment,  although  most  churches  his  association  at  high  tide.  Cooperative  Program. 


READY  TO  GO  —  Terry 
Henderson  (right),  national 
director  for  Southern  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief,  and  Judy  Dew,  a 
secretary  in  the  North  American 
Mission  Board's  volunteer 
mobilization  action  center,  dis¬ 
cuss  plans  for  the  upcoming 
deployment  of  Disaster  reliCT 
volunteers  in  areas  slammed  by 
Hurricane  Isabel.  (BP  photo  by 
James  Dotson) 
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CEA  BLHV  YCWVPB  ELP 


CMBCYVA;  UVKCQMV 


PBV  DLZV  LJ  RLA  NM 


MBVA  CUFLCA  NE  LQF 


BVCFPM  UT  PBV  BLDT 


RBLMP  IBNKB  NM 


RNZVE  QEPL  QM 


FLYCEM  JNZViJNZV 


Clue:  R  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  John  4:24 
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